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JOINT PRESS RELEASE
WFDF and IFA sign Memorandum of Understanding joining forces to improve
Sustainability
The World Flying Disc Federation (WFDF) and the International Fistball Association (IFA) are pleased to announce
that they have signed a Memorandum of Understanding on Sustainability on the occasion of the 2017 SportAccord
IF Forum in Lausanne (SUI), promoting the topic of Sustainability in the Olympic Movement.
A joint sustainability strategy was unveiled in the collaboration between the two partners, who presented their
case study developed with the IOC during the International Federations Forum last week in Lausanne - where
sustainability was the central theme.
WFDF and IFA will collaborate under three principal initiatives. These are: "committing to sustainability as part of
their governance," "providing resources for the development and implementation of a sustainability strategy," and
"conducting sustainability at all events."
The MoU was signed between WFDF Executive Director Volker Bernardi and IFA President Karl Weiss, with WFDF
Advisory Council chair Vincent Gaillard and IFA Secretary General Jörn Verleger in attendance.
“WFDF is pleased to establish this cooperation agreement with IFA on sustainability, building upon consultations
with them on anti-doping, ethics and governance, or para-sport activities,” commented WFDF President Robert
“Nob” Rauch on the occasion of the signing of the MoU. “This project is very special, not only to WFDF but to our
member associations benefiting from the work we are doing on sustainability as their IF. It is about teaming up to
leverage the limited resources we have to do a better job on this important matter, and ensuring that our partners
and stakeholders do the same, because together we can make a difference.”
"It is more effective if smaller Federations such as ourselves work together to achieve these common goals," stated
WFDF Executive Director Volker Bernardi. "This shows how much we can do. We have targeted Sustainability
altogether because it is a main pillar of the Olympic Agenda 2020."
“The signing of the MoU underlines our long-term cooperation with WFDF. We are sure that, particularly for AIMS
and ARISF member Federations, such cooperation can be quite helpful in fulfilling our commitment to stage
sustainable world events,” stated IFA President Karl Weiss, who is also member of the AIMS Council.
“The key factor is that we realized that the challenges for our two federations are materially the same: both team
sports are mainly played outdoors; both are fast-growing and with a great youth appeal; both are developing well
and on the move for their next step in the Olympic Movement; both are considering corporate responsibility and
Sustainability as a key element of all events,” stated IFA Secretary General Jörn Verleger.
In showing their respective commitment, WFDF is represented by Sustainability Officer Johanna von Toggenburg,
and the IFA has appointed Sustainability Ambassadors Ines Mayer and Patrick Thomas. Von Toggenburg added:
“Several ways to improve sustainability at competitions were recently tested by WFDF at our World
Championships of Beach Ultimate (WCBU) held in Royan, France, in June this year. This included environmental
measures like the use of reusable cups, plates and cutlery for athletes -- reducing waste by more than 50% -- as
well as making available bicycles for athletes and volunteers for local transportation. Educational activities were
also provided for the local community, adding up to the integrated event approach for WFDF, and followed up
with an event assessment as per recognized international standards.”

Picture: The WFDF and IFA delegations at the International Federation Forum 2017 on Sustainability presenting
their joint case study on Sustainability which was projected with the International Olympic Committee (IOC). From
left to right: Vincent Gaillard (WFDF Advisory Council chair), Volker Bernardi (WFDF Executive Director), Christoph
Oberlehner (IFA Administrative Director), Karl Weiss (IFA President), Jörn Verleger (IFA Secretary General).
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About WFDF:
The World Flying Disc Federation is the international sports federation responsible for world governance of flying
disc (frisbee) sports, including Ultimate, Beach Ultimate, Disc Golf, Freestyle, Guts, and Overall Events. WFDF is a
federation of 77 member associations that represent flying disc sports and their athletes in over 75 countries.
WFDF is recognized by the International Olympic Committee (IOC) and the International Paralympic Committee
(IPC) and it is a member of the Association of Recognised International Federations (ARISF). WFDF is a member of
GAISF and the International World Games Association (IWGA) and IMGA. It is also a signatory to the World AntiDoping Agency Code. WFDF is a registered not-for-profit 501(c)(3) corporation in the state of Colorado, USA.
About IFA:
The International Fistball Association (IFA) is the global sports association for fistball. It comprises the national
federations which are overseeing the sport of fistball, both indoors and outdoors, in the respective member states.
IFA, formerly known as Internationaler Faustball-Verband (IFV) was founded on January 30, 1960 in

Frankfurt/Main, Germany. IFA is composed of a 13-member steering committee, chaired by Austrian Karl Weiß as
President. The International Fistball Association organizes the Fistball World Champonships for both women and
men as well as for the under 18 categories. Furthermore, IFA organizes the IFA Fistball World Tour for teams
including the World Tour Finals, as well as Masters for women and men over 35 years of age. In addition, fistball is
included in the World Games.
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