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Introduction 

 

2021 was again a challenging year. Nevertheless, we are happy that we were able to successfully carry 

out some Fistball events and projects such as:  
 

- the IFA Women's and U18 World Championships in Grieskirchen, for which the organizer deserves 

our extraordinary thanks,  

- the establishment of 2x2 Fistball as a new, official Fistball discipline,  

- the establishment of a continental association in Asia,  

- the update of our Strategic Plan until 2023,  

- the realization of the IFA Athletes Forum 2021 as well as the 4th IFA Youth Congress with the 

election of U18 representatives for the IFA Youth Commission.  
 

Despite the challenges and constraints that still lie ahead, we look forward to the coming year with much 

hope, anticipation, solidarity and in anticipation of new initiatives, including the highlights: 
 

- World Games from July 10-14, 2022, in Birmingham, USA, with eight men's teams and, for the 

first time, six women's teams, 

- Men's European Championships from June 10 – 12, 2022 in Kaltern (ITA), 

- World Tour Finals from October 6 - 9, 2022 in Curitiba (BRA), 

- PAFA Pan-American Champs from October 13-16 in Novo Hamburgo (BRA) 
 

Once again, our thanks go to the Republic of Austria for the support of the IFA Headquarters as well as 

the financial COVID aid in the past two years. The funding of the association's work at the Linz office has 

enabled the sport of Fistball to make a quantum step forward since 2017, which would not have been 

possible without it. We are therefore particularly pleased with the commitment for a further funding for 

three more years that was made shortly before the end of the year. 

 

This report briefly describes the main developments and results achieved in 2020 with regard to the In-

ternational Fistball Association (IFA) Strategic Plan 2019 - 2023, updated by the Governing Board in April 

2021. 

 

As part of the annual evaluation, the IFA has decided to adjust the Strategic Plan again in 2022 to better 

reflect current developments in good governance and gender.  

 

I would like to express my sincere thanks to all the members of the IFA committees and the member fed-

erations for their work and passion in further developing "Fistball all over the world". 

 

 

 

Jörn Verleger 
President 



Despite the long standstill in the sport, the post-
ponement or cancellation of numerous major 
sporting events and continuing restrictions, 
2021 will also go down as the year of the RE-
START of Fistball at the international level. In ad-
dition, further initiatives for the development of 
the association and the professionalization of 
events could be started. 
 
I. DEVELOP THE ASSOCIATION´S WORK 
 
Strategic plan 2019 - 2023 revised 
 
The world has changed due to the Corona pan-
demic. Therefore, in 2021, the IFA Governing 
Board approved an update to the Strategic Plan 
for the period 2019-2023. This represents IFA's 
roadmap for the next two years and takes into 
account the current COVID-19 crisis as well as 
the recently adopted IOC Agenda 2020+5. 
 

 
 
This was preceded by extensive consultation as 
well as the IFA Policy Forum on March 30, 2021 
and a resolution by the IFA Athletes Forum on 
April 17, 2021. On the 2019-2023 Strategic 
Plan.  
 
The IFA Governing Board and Officers will use 
this Strategic Plan to guide our decisions in the 
coming years, viewing it as a working document 
that will help us make decisions about our activi-
ties and priorities based on strategic considera-
tions. The updated plan for 2019-2023 clarifies 
our vision and values, our core strategies, and 
the steps to achieve them. 
 
 
 
 

IFA also updated one aspect of its mission state-
ment. It now states, "We promote gender equity 
and diversity in all aspects." 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The IFA has formulated the following strategic 
goals: 
 
- IFA events of high quality 
- Association management structures in accord-
ance with the principles of good association 
management 
- The IFA serves its member associations as a 
service-oriented organization that offers real 
added value to its stakeholders. 
- The use of international platforms and partici-
pation in international multi-sport events serve 
as a form of presentation for Fistball 
- Increasing the youth appeal of fistball 
Between 10 and 25 concrete steps were out-
lined for each of the strategies (see attachment). 
 
This is the "fourth" fully revised Strategic Plan 
and the first drastic actualization of the current 
Strategic Plan, reflecting the COVID 19 pan-
demic and the IOC Agenda 2020+5. The first 
Strategic Plan was established for the period 
2011 - 2015 and resulted in strong growth to 54 
Member Federations.  
 
The second Strategic Plan was for the period 
2016-2019 and resulted in a significant expan-
sion of the organization's visibility. Starting with 
61 member associations, the third Strategic 
Plan was initially adopted for the period 2019-
2023.  
 
  



IFA now has 67 member associations. 
 
The IFA's strategic goals for the coming years 
adopted in 2019 were: 
 
1. IFA events of high quality. 
2. association governance structures in accord-
ance with the principles of good association gov-
ernance 
3. IFA serves its member associations as a ser-
vice-oriented organization that provides real 
added value to its stakeholders. 
4. the use of international platforms and partici-
pation in international multi-sport events serve 
as a form of presentation for fistball 
5. increasing the youth attractiveness of fistball 
 
From the committees 
 
U18 national players Florencia Schwaner (CHI), 
Anika Hartl (AUT) and Davin Hossmann (SUI) are 
the first U18 representatives in the 2020 newly 
appointed IFA Youth Commission, elected by the 
participants of the IFA U18 Fistball World Cham-
pionships in Grieskirchen (Austria). 
 

 
 
On the occasion of the 30th anniversary of the 
adoption of the UN Convention on the Rights of 
the Child in November 2019, the IFA Executive 
Board has decided to strengthen the rights of 
children by electing a U18 representative by the 
participants of the next U18 World Cup. Cur-
rently, 25 percent of the world's 65,000 fistball-
ers in 67 countries are under the age of 25, and 
half of that group are under 18. 
 

  
 
The Commission, headed by Uwe Schneider 
(GER), also includes Cory Dahn (USA) and Verena 
Hieslmair (AUT).  
 
In addition, the Presidium set up a com-mission 
to decide on the winners of the IFA awards ac-
cording to the IFA Honorary Regulations and this 
consists of: 
 
- Karl Weiss, IFA Honorary President 
- Gastao Engler, IFA Olympic Education Director 
and 
- Wioleta Franczyk, Chair of the IFA Women in 
Sport Commission. 
 
The percentage of female commission members 
and commissioners is 43%.  
 
In total, the Governing Board held five virtual 
meetings. 
 

 
 
The IFA Ethics Commission, which was newly 
formed in 2020 and includes, in addition to the 
Chair Julia Govinden (CEO of United through 
Sports), Petra Huber (Secretary General of the 
Austrian NPC) and Thomas Weikert (President of 
the NOC of Germany and former President of the 
International Table Tennis Federation ITTF), had 
no meetings in 2021. 
 



 
 
Thanks for the support 
 
Once again we would like to thank the Republic 
of Austria for the support of the IFA Association 
Headquarters as well as the Coroana grants in 
2020 and 2021. The support of the association 
work in the Linz office has enabled the sport of 
fistball to make a quantum leap since 2017. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New Member Associations 
 
The IFA had 67 member associations at the end 
of 2021. In 2021 were recognized:  
 
- Morocco 
 
IFA intends to reach the goal of more than 70 
member associations in 2022 with the proactive 
work of Development Director and Board of Direc-
tors member Roger Willen and the IFA Ambassa-
dor Program launched in 2018. 
 
Asian Member Association founded 
 
On May 9, the IFA established the Asian Fistball 
Association (AFA). The founding president is 
Cheng Tsz-man (Ewing) from Hong Kong, China. 
Other board members are from Chinese Taipei, 
India and Japan. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



New guidelines on gender policy 
 
In 2021, the IFA presented for the first time a 
Gender Equality Guide that provides information 
on gender equality and ideas/strategies specifi-
cally for Fistball organizers to make events more 
gender equitable. 
 
"Gender equity is a global issue in all aspects of 
our lives, including Fistball," said IFA President 
Jörn Verleger.  
 
"Achieving gender equity in Fistball will take time 
and patience. A step-by-step process from initial 
consideration, to starting a discussion, to imple-
menting a strategy to promote gender equity is a 
long road, but it's necessary and worth starting 
this journey." 
 

  
 
We would especially like to thank the World Fly-
ing Disc Federation and its WFDF Women's Com-
mission for allowing us to adapt their developed 
guidelines for fistball. 
 
In 2017, WFDF and IFA signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding to cooperate in many areas such 
as sustainability, anti-doping, ethics and good 
governance or para-sport activities. 
 
 
 
 

2. IFA Athletes Forum with focus on "Women in 
Fistball 
 
The IFA Athletes' Commission under the leader-
ship of Chairperson Katharina Lackinger pre-
pared the 2nd IFA Athletes' Forum. The main 
topic was "Women in Fistball". The forum was 
broadcast on the IFA Facebook page as well as 
via MS teams. 
 

 
 
The main question of the 2021 Forum was how 
we can make fistball more attractive especially 
for girls/women. Several members of the IFA Ath-
letes Commission gave a statement during the fo-
rum. 
 
IFA Secretary General Christoph Oberlehner pre-
sented a short comparison between women's 
and men's world championships as a fact check.  
 
In addition, Celina Traxler, Tanja Bognar, Eric Kin-
dler, Karin Kempinger, Sabine Suffert and Nick 
Trinemeier, among others, gave a statement. 
 

 
 
  



Cooperation within the Olympic family - IOC / 
GAISF / AIMS / IWGA / CSIT / WFDF 
 
The SportAccord Convention scheduled for 2021 
has been postponed until 2022. 

  
 
At the May 25, 2021 IF Forum held as a substi-
tute on the topic of "Moving Forward, Pivoting and 
the Lessons We Are Learning," IFA President Jörn 
Verleger presented a case study to update the 
2019 - 2023 IFA Strategic Plan. He also participa-
ted in a podium discussion. 
 

 
 
On May 27, IFA President Jörn Verleger and Sec-
retary General Christoph Oberlehner attended the 
virtual general meeting of the International World 
Games Association. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AIMS General Assembly on 9th of November 
 
IFA Honorary President Karl Weiss was awarded 
an honorary member at the virtual general meet-
ing of the Alliance of Independent Recognised 
Members of Sport. 
 

 
 
IF-Forum on 5th of November 2021 
 
At the 2021 Virtual Forum of International Sports 
Federations, the focus was on "Tokyo 2020 
Learnings." 
 

  
 
IFA President Jörn Verleger and Secretary Gen-
eral Christoph Oberlehner participated.  
 
With regard to the cooperation with the Interna-
tional Paralympic Committee (IPC), the Associa-
tion For International Sport for All (TAFI-SA), the 
International School Sport Federation (ISF) and 
the International Confederation of Workers' 
Sports (CSIT), the IFA was again supported and 
strategically advised by an international advisory 
board in 2021. 
 
In addition, IFA Honorary President Karl Weiss, as 
Senior Advisor since 2019, also supports this not 
to be underestimated support for the further de-
velopment and networking of the sport of fistball. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EU Sports Forum on 8 th /9th of June 2021 
 
The IFA, represented by its President and Secre-
tary General, participated in the virtual EU Sport 
Forum "Towards a Healthier, Resilient and Sus-
tainable European Sport". 
 

 
 
Working Group "Sports and Human Rights  
 
Secretary General Christoph Oberlehner partici-
pated as a member of the Austrian working group 
"Sport and Human Rights" in the meeting on 27 
April in Vienna. Further meetings took place 
mainly online, in which the IFA was also repre-
sented by the Secretary General. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IOC recognition 
 
With regard to the revision of the IOC recognition 
process, the IFA is eagerly awaiting the innova-
tions postponed again in 2021 and now an-
nounced for May 2022. 
 

 
 
 
  



Sustainability 
 
The IFA is committed to sustainability in all its 
events. In addition to the adoption of an IFA 
guideline for sustainability by the IFA Executive 
Committee, cooperation with external partners 
has been agreed. 
 
The work has been publicly supported since 2017 
by the two sustainability ambassadors Ines 
Mayer and Patrick Thomas.  
 
The IFA was already involved with the topic of sus-
tainability in sport at an early stage. This fits ide-
ally into the current discussions and efforts of 
other organizations in sports and beyond. 
 
At the moment, the focus is on 3 goals: 
 
- Identification of topics in the preparation of 

events 
- Establish sustainability as a field of action in 

event preparation (for example in local organ-
izing committees). 

- Exchange of information and best practices 
among IFA member associations. 

 
These goals were already the subject of the IFA 
Sustainability Strategy (2017) and will be fol-
lowed up in the first Sustainability Report pub-
lished in 2020. 
 
In order to draw further attention to the topic, an 
IFA Sustainability Award was offered for the first 
time at the IFA Awards 2021, which was pre-
sented to the host association of the 2021 Fist-
ball World Championships in Grieskirchen. 
 

 
 
For us fistball players, it is a matter of assuming 
responsibility and taking the opportunity, but also 
the obligation, to actively engage in the global 
sustainability debate. In this way, we can reach 
other target groups and draw attention to our 
sport as a modern sport. 
 
 
 
 
 

UN Sports for Climate Action 
 
As a clearly visible sign, the IFA has already com-
mitted to the United Nations Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals on February 2, 2020 and signed 
the "Sports for Climate Action Framework". 
 

 
 
The IFA is thus in good company with the IOC, 
NBA, FIS and numerous other sports federations, 
as well as the respective organizing committees 
of the upcoming Olympic and Paralympic Games. 
 
IFA commits to Net Zero 
 
On November 3, signatories to the Sports for Cli-
mate Action set the pace for climate action: The 
IFA committed here at COP26 to achieve net-zero 
emissions by 2040 and halve its emissions by 
2030 at the latest. (https://unfccc.int/climate-
action/race-to-zero-campaign).  
 

 
 
In addition, the IFA participated in a sports event 
in the framework of COP 26. 
 

 
 
 
  



SandSi 
 
In 2020, IFA became a formal member of Sport 
and Sustainability International (SandSI). SandSI 
is an international organization sponsored by the 
IOC to support its members through three primary 
program and activity areas: an on-demand re-
source hub, a member support desk, and through 
collaborative events and campaigns. Since 2017, 
IFA has already participated in several SandSI ac-
tivities. 
 

  
 
We are all aware that we do not have to reinvent 
the wheel. But there are many areas in which we 
can make a sustainable contribution to making 
our world a better place to live. The fun of fistball 
and the joy of movement are a natural part of 
this. 
 

 
 
Development of a second discipline: 
2x2 Fistball  
 
What most players play in training or in their free 
time with friends simply for fun was further devel-
oped into a second, official discipline of the sport 
of fistball in 2021.  
 
What is generally known as "small-field fistball" 
has now been cast into a uniform set of rules by 
the IFA, the world fistball federation, as the offi-
cial "2×2 fistball". 
 

Originally, the world premiere of the new format 
was planned for the International German Gym-
nastics Festival in Leipzig in May and advertised 
as the 2×2 Fistball World Championships. After 
the cancellation of the Turnfest and the CSIT 
World Sport Games scheduled as a replacement 
event in mid-October, IFA 2021 created a small 
tournament series at short notice to launch the 
project before the end of the year. 
 
The aim is to establish a second discipline next to 
the classic 5-a-side fistball, which is more com-
pact, has an even bigger event character and can 
be played on different surfaces.  
 
We try to push the sport of fistball. Our goal is to 
supplement the fistball offer and to be able to of-
fer a form of play for even more young people in 
inner cities without the classic grass court. 
 
The game is played on an area of 15×30 meters, 
whereby the actual playing field is only 10 by 3 
meters. During the move, the ball is allowed to 
come up within the own half. During the rollover, 
the ball must come up in the opponent's half of 
the field. 
 

  
 
The Errea match ball was developed especially 
for the series, weighs 230g and is 55cm in cir-
cumference. Also the official fistball net tape is a 
new development of the Leipzig company varis-
cia. 
The small circumference reduces the advantage 
of strong attacking players. Technical skills and 
reaction speed promise spectacular rallies. 
 
 
 
 
 



With this ball, more skill is needed and it is not 
possible to bounce it permanently so that it is out 
of reach. Instead of force, it is more a matter of 
understanding the game, playing ability and play-
fulness. All other positions, especially the defen-
sive actions, are emphasized more. 
 
As on the big field, three touches of the ball are 
allowed - always alternating between the two 
players on the field. The team that has scored the 
last point has the first touch. The ball must be 
touched with the lower arm behind the field, and 
the ball must be hit below the shoulder level. It is 
forbidden to enter the court during the service. Af-
ter the reception and the pass, the ball may come 
up outside the court - in the run-out - and must 
only be played into the 5×3 meter half of the 
court of the opponent duo when hitting. Block at-
tempts on the line are not allowed. 
 
New 2x2 Star-Tournament Series 
 
The 2×2 Fistball Leipzig STAR kicked off on Sep-
tember 18 at the Wettinbrücke sports facility, 
where the male U12 Fistball DM was held at the 
same time.  
 

 
 
The field of participants was limited to 48 teams 
of two persons each. The categories were women, 
mixed and an open category, in which also pure 
women or mixed teams can start. 
The format with three guaranteed matches per 
team, a professional center court as well as a 

planned players party in the evening reminds a bit 
of beach volleyball due to a compact and event-
oriented design. 
Games are played on an area of 15×30 meters, 
with the actual court measuring just 10 by 3 me-
ters.  
 
Birmingham, Alabama (USA), venue of the next 
multi-sport event World Games, supported the 
world premiere of the new "2×2 Fistball STAR 
Events presented by Greater Birmingham CVB, Al-
abama" in Leipzig and Nuremberg. 
 
2x2 Fistball European STAR presented by Greater 
Birmingham CVB, Alabama on 25th of September 
 
Leipzig STAR winner Jacob Jungclaussen met nu-
merous national fistball players at the 2×2 Fist-
ball European STAR presented by Greater Bir-
mingham CVB, Alabama in Nuremberg.  
 
Five years after the successful U18 Fistball World 
Championships in Eibach, international fistball 
returned to the sports facility on the Rednitz with 
a tournament. 
 

 
 
  



Teams from Germany, Austria, Brazil and Chile 
competed for the first "2×2 Fistball European 
STAR" presented by Birmingham (USA), the 
venue of the next World Games. 
 

 
 
Leipzig winner Jacob Jungclaussen, who won a 
week earlier with Fabio Lauck, started this time 
with Marc Löwe.  
 
In the field of participants with numerous na-
tional players he met among others Fabian Sag-
stetter from Schweinfurt, who competed together 
with national team colleague Nick Trinemeier 
from Mannheim. 
 

 
 
Other top players were the German U18 World 
Champion Johannes Jungclaussen, who entered 
together with U18 national coach Kolja Meyer 
and was able to enter the winner's lists at the end. 

 
 
From Brazil national player Gabriel Heck took 
part. He formed a team with Brazilian U18 inter-
national Manuela Zott Jacobs. Both play in the 
Austrian Bundesliga. 
 

 
 
 
  



II. DIGITAL INITIATIVES

Online was the keyword of the year also in the 
work within the fistball family. The IFA was fortu-
nate that numerous processes (account-
ing/bookkeeping, event preparation, meetings, 
video platform, training, advertising, etc.) had al-
ready been digitalized to the greatest possible 
extent for many years.

Martin Weiss (AUT) at Greatest Athlete of
all time

The International World Games Association 
IWGA organizes the annual "IWGA Athlete of the 
year" voting. Due to the lack of sporting competi-
tions in 2020, a year-spanning election was 
held. 

The IFA nominated Martin Weiß from Austria for 
the election, which was held in January 2021. 
Weiß won over 10 national championships, 8 
continental titles and 3 World Cup titles during 
his career.

IFA launched a cross-promo campaign with 
IFMA. Weiss finished the campaign with 14,869 
votes. Sofia reached the second round and fin-
ished 5th.

The World Games Athlete of 2021

For the election "The World Games Athlete of 
2021" the IFA nominated Michaela Grzywatz 
from Germany. She won the World Champion-
ships in 2021 with Team Germany (DFBL - Ger-
man Fistball League). 

This year, women's fistball debuts at the 2022 
World Games, and she wants to win the historic 
title with her team in Birmingham. 

"Fistball Inside" is the IFA podcast magazine pro-
duced for the first time at the end of July 2020.

President Jörn Verleger and General Secretary 
Christoph Oberlehner analyze the latest news 
from the world of Fistball nearly every week. All 
editions are available on Spotify and other pod-
cast channels, among others.



In addition, there is a podcast of the Australian 
association. 
 

 
 
Fistball at the United Through Sports Vitual 
Youth Festival  
 
On October 16, 2021, United Through Sports and 
the International Fistball Association virtually 
signed a Memorandum of Understanding, affirm-
ing their vision for closer collaboration and con-
firming their shared goals for providing sports 
opportunities for youth around the world. 
 

 
 
In 2017, the United through Sports initiative was 
launched to create and contribute to a better 
world with and for our youth. 
 
We have been working together since 2017 and 
are excited to join forces through the power of 
your sport to bring fistball to even more youth 
around the world, many for whom it will be their 
first and hopefully not their last.  
 
"We look forward to continuing our collabora-
tion, as we have done in recent years, to provide 
positive opportunities for youth to develop and 
succeed," said UTS President Stephan Fox.  

 
 
The signing by UTS President Stephan Fox and 
IFA President Jörn Verleger took place in the 
presence of UTS CEO Julia Govinden, IFA Secre-
tary General Christoph Oberlehner and the IFA 
Executive Committee. 
 
In the Memorandum of Understanding, the focus 
of cooperation between the two organisations 
will be on the promotion and development of ac-
tive lifestyles, sports and the youth movement 
around the world. 
 
UTS World Virtual Youth Festival 2021  
 
Young people from the fistball family took part 
in this festival to show their talent in a special 
competition. Own fistball youth ambassadors 
will comment on the values of sport and fistball 
and technical fistball delegates, who will judge 
the festival finals, are also involved in the organi-
zation. 
 
The 2021 Festival was under the auspices of the 
International Olympic Committee, the Interna-
tional Paralympic Committee, Special Olympics, 
SportAccord and the Global Association of Inter-
national Sports Federations.  
 
Many international federations, global NGOs and 
sport-affiliated organizations join together to 
showcase, demonstrate and promote inclusion, 
equality, non-discrimination and peace-building.  
 
The festival was attended not only by youth from 
the International Federations, but also by youth 
with different mental and physical abilities, 
youth from migrant and refugee backgrounds, 
youth from the indigenous community, and 
youth from socially vulnerable backgrounds who 
are often marginalized by society. Together we 
created opportunities and gave independence 
and hope to these youth. 
 
The festival included virtual medal ceremonies, 
inspiring opening and closing ceremonies, and 



provided an important educational platform with 
webinars, an opening conference, panel discus-
sions, and workshops.  
 
The activities were accompanied by specially ap-
pointed youth ambassadors. For the sport of fist-
ball, these were Anika Hartl from Austria, Ma-
teus Jung from Brazil and Davin Hossmann from 
Switzerland. Anika Hartl won the bronze medal 
as a participant in her category "talent show". 
 
Trainingsp  
 
Young people from the fistball family took part 
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and technical fistball delegates, who will judge 
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the International Federations, but also by youth 
with different mental and physical abilities, 
youth from migrant and refugee backgrounds, 
youth from the indigenous community, and 
youth from socially vulnerable backgrounds who 
are often marginalized by society. Together we 
created opportunities and gave independence 
and hope to these youth. 
 
The festival included virtual medal ceremonies, 
inspiring opening and closing ceremonies, and 
provided an important educational platform with 
webinars, an opening conference, panel discus-
sions, and workshops.  
 
The activities were accompanied by specially ap-
pointed youth ambassadors. For the sport of fist-
ball, these were Anika Hartl from Austria, Ma-
teus Jung from Brazil and Davin Hossmann from 
Switzerland. Anika Hartl won the bronze medal 
as a participant in her category "talent show". 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4th IFA Youth Congress on 27th of July 2021 
 
The IFA Youth Commission welcomed around 40 
players, coaches and youth representatives in 
person and online to the 4th IFA Youth Congress 
2021 on the eve of the IFA Fistball World Cham-
pionships 2021. 
 

 
 
During the congress, the candidates for the U18 
election were also presented. 
 

 
 
 
 
  



Fistball Academy 
 
The three main pillars of the Academy are 
- Exchange of knowledge and information 
- Supporting education and training 
- Improvement of communication 
 

 
 
The Academy's website has a new layout accord-
ing to these three columns. 
 
Its presentation represents a milestone in the 
history of fistball, as the first training module of 
the Fistball Academy was published during the 
Youth Congress. 
 
By developing training modules, the IFA aims to 
support smaller federations, as well as schools 
and club teams. 
 
Each module contains a document with a de-
tailed description in text and pictures and a 
presentation with the most important contents. 
A new feature is the addition of video sequences 
and contributions, which ensure easier and bet-
ter communication of the content described. The 
training modules can be accessed both online 
and offline. In addition, they are currently availa-
ble in German and English. Further modules are 
already in preparation. 
 
In order to expand existing associations and de-
velop new ones, it is necessary to have commit-
ted fistball players who actively participate in the 
development program - the "fistball ambassa-
dors". The ambassador should be the main con-
tact person for the board members in the na-
tional federation with the aim to lead the new 
federation to become a full member of the IFA 
as soon as possible. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IFA Awards 2021 
 
In 2019, the IFA Awards were established in sev-
eral categories. The first award ceremony took 
place in Winterthur (Switzerland) during the IFA 
Men's Fistball World Championship 2019. 
Awards are now presented in 15 categories. The 
2021 award ceremony took place virtually - as 
already in 2020. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
  



Media in Numbers 
 
Since 2018, IFA has greatly expanded its activi-
ties in the (social) media. After the enormous in-
crease in the number of users in the social media 
in 2020 due to cancelled events or events to 
which no spectators were allowed, the IFA was 
able to stabilize these figures in 2021. 
 
Outstanding figures were achieved during the IFA 
World Championships in Grieskirchen.  
 
- 181,607 games viewed on www.fistball.tv 
- 15,880 new users on www.fistball.tv  
- 339 print articles 
- 500 social media posts 
- Total reach print: 395M 
- 123,248 page visits on Facebook  
- 16,191 views on Instagram 
- 4,278 views on the IFA Youtube portal (only the 
player interviews were offered there) 
 
 NUMBERS 

  

WEBSITE UNIQUE VISITORS 689.354 

WEBSITE VISITS 2.060.472 

FACEBOOK 162.312 

INSTAGRAM 31.442 

TWITTER 13.067 

YOUTUBE 
(WATCHTIME/AVERAGE) 5,4 K h / 6:24 min1 

1 Seit 2017 betreibt die IFA zusammen mit Sportradar eine 
eigene OTT-Plattform www.ifa-Fistball.tv und hat daher den 
IFA YouTube Kanal nur noch mit ausgewählte Inhalten aktu-
alisiert. 
 
 

 
 
According to the media figures calculated by the 
Meltwater agency, IFA in 2021 achieved a total 
reach of 3,927 (previous year: 3,501) articles in 
print, and 5,498 (previous year: 8,203) in social 
media, with a potential total reach of 4.56 billion 
users. 
 

 
 
The advertising equivalent value in the print sec-

lion). The top countries were Germany, Austria, 
Switzerland, Brazil, Denmark and Nambia. 
 
Olympic Channel 
 
In 2017, IFA signed a cooperation agreement 
with the Olympic Channel. The cooperation is 
characterized by a high quality in streaming as 
well as in production to present our sport per-
fectly in the program of the Olympic Channel. 
 

 
 
In preparation for the 2022 World Games in Bir-
mingham, IFA participated in the IWGA / Olympic 
Channel workshop for the fourth year in a row, 
this time virtually. 
 
It is very important for us to work with the Olym-
pic Channel to achieve our goals, continuously im-
prove our performance and expand our fistball 
online community. 
 
Since the Olympic Games in Tokyo took place in 
2022 parallel to the IFA World Championships in 
Grieskirchen, it was unfortunately not possible to 
agree on a broadcast of the fistball competitions 
on the Olympic Channel.  
 
For 2022, not only the World Games in Birming-
ham/Alabama, but also the World Tour Finals are 
planned to be broadcast on the Olympic Channel. 
 
  



III. THE IFA AS A SERVICE PROVIDER 
 
Since 2017, the IFA office in Linz (Austria) has 
been acting as a service provider for national 
member organizations and event organizers, 
supporting them in the topics: 
 

- - Ticketing,  
- - TV production,  
- - the OTT platform,  
- - sports presentation, 
- - branding,  
- - technical equipment,  
- - fistball academy and  
- - media relations at events. 

 
IFA positions itself as service provider for mem-
bers and organizers 
 
In recent years, the IFA has evolved from a pure 
sports association to a service provider for its 
member associations and event organizers.  
 
The service providers with whom the IFA cooper-
ates are experts in their field and, coupled with 
the experience that the IFA has gained in recent 
years, the associations and clubs receive a wide 
range of services at low cost. 
 

 
 
In the area of ticketing and TV production, the 
IFA works with external service providers. The as-
sociation takes care of the entire coordination 
with the service providers, from detailed plan-
ning to the preparation of offers and contracts to 
on-site coordination and invoicing.  
This ensures that consistent quality is delivered 
at all events worldwide. 

 
 
As a concrete aid for event organizers, so-called 
event boxes were created, e.g. for press confer-
ences or award ceremonies, which contain sam-
ple schedules and checklists in addition to the 
necessary equipment. Checklists were also cre-
ated for the handling of games and equipment 
(nets, referee equipment, etc.) was purchased. 
 
Relaunch of the IFA-OTT-Video-Platform   
www.ifa-fistball.tv 
 
IFA is increasingly using new technologies and en-
tered into a long-term partnership with Sportra-
dar in 2017. In a first step, a use of the innovative 
Sportradar over-the-top video platform (OTT) was 
agreed. The ifa-Fistball.tv platform went online on 
the occasion of the fistball competitions at the 
2017 World Games. In 2021, the platform was 
technically moved to a new service provider to en-
able further customization for content providers 
in the sport of fistball. 
 

 
 
With the OTT video platform, IFA presents itself 
technically on the cutting edge. All important fist-
ball events are shown on the platform. The plat-
form is available free of charge to viewers as well 
as clubs and associations, who have the oppor-
tunity to distribute their own streams. 
  



Fistball Academy included in OTT-Platform 
 
The IFA created the Fistball Academy to give 
sports enthusiasts around the world the oppor-
tunity to learn and train fistball. Since the re-
launch in 2020, the Academy has also been part 
of the OTT platform as a separate section. The 
website provides access to the Fistball Academy 
and United by Fistball. 
 

 
 
There are numerous training ideas and training 
videos that the national associations and clubs 
can use in their daily work. The subdivision and 
structuring of the videos into different categories 
such as technique or fitness and into levels of 
difficulty make it easier to find new ideas for 
your own training. 
 
Quality assurance in event organization 
 
High-class international fistball events are es-
sential for the further development of fistball. 
Therefore, the IFA focuses on the early exchange 
with the organizers already in the application 
phase. Through knowledge transfer (transfer of 
knowledge) and prime examples (best practice 
models), the IFA supports the applicants from 
the very beginning.  
 
Immediately after the event has been awarded 
to the local organizer, regular online jour fixes 
start to ensure close coordination between IFA 
and the local organizing committee. 
 
In most cases, these jour fixes take place 
weekly. IFA is always part of the local organizing 
committee for the current events and is respon-
sible for certain areas such as sports technical 
management, TV production or media relations. 
Concrete checklists and schedules support qual-
ity assurance.  
 
A central database in which players, coaches 
and referees are recorded for the individual 
events facilitates coordination and data collec-
tion at events. This creates a one-stop solution 

for the federations and teams. The IFA, as the 
operator of the database, uses the necessary in-
formation for the creation of accreditations, TV 
graphics, program booklets, website, match re-
ports, etc., in compliance with data protection 
regulations.  
 
Even though the use of the database as a cen-
tral contact point by the IFA is very successful, it 
must unfortunately be noted that the use by the 
continental associations for their events has not 
yet been achieved to a satisfactory extent and 
must be addressed in 2022.  
 
After the end of the event, the event documenta-
tion is an important building block for a 
knowledge transfer to the next organizer. In ad-
dition, IFA offers an online exchange between 
the organizers together with IFA to directly dis-
cuss and pass on the most important key points 
and learnings.  
 

 
 

 
 
  



IV. IFA EVENTS 
 
In 2021, the global COVID-19 pandemic again 
prevented the staging of numerous international 
fistball events and led to the postponement and 
relocation of events.  
 
The health of all involved - players, officials, fans, 
staff and volunteers - remained a top priority. Un-
fortunately, the fistball World Tour series had to 
be postponed once again. 
 
IFA Women´s World Championship 
 
Due to the pandemic and the associated official 
requirements in Switzerland, the IFA Fistball 
Women's World Championship was relocated to 
Austria and took place from July 28 to August 1 
at the same time as the U18 Women's and Men's 
World Championships and the U21 European 
Championships. 
 

 
 
With a clear victory over Austria in the final in 
Grieskirchen, Germany won its seventh women's 
fistball world championship title, the fourth in a 
row. 
 

 

The defending champions beat the hosts 11:4, 
11:3 and 11:7. With this victory, Germany has 
now won seven of the nine editions of the World 
Championship. 
 
Please refer to the attached detailed report. 
 
IFA Fistball U18 World Championships  
 
After the postponement of the World Cup from 
2020 to 2021, the cut-off date for eligible players 
was not changed. 
 

  
 
Germany won the fistball world championship ti-
tle in both the men's and women's under-18 
events on August 1.  
 
8,200 spectators attended the IFA Fistball World 
Championships in Grieskirchen, Austria. 
 

 
 
Please refer to the attached detailed report. 
  



The World Games Birmingham, USA

After the postponement to 2022, the World 
Games will now take place from July 7 to 17, 
2022. For the first time, there will also be a wom-
en's fistball competition at the World Games in 
Birmingham.

During SportAccord 2018 in Bangkok, Thailand, 
the International World Games Association 
(IWGA) informed the International Fistball Feder-
ation (IFA) of the decision to add a women's com-
petition with six teams and to increase the men's 
competition from six to eight nations at the next 
World Games in 2021 in Birmingham, USA.

On November 29/30, Secretary General Chris-
toph Oberlehner and President Jörn Verleger par-
ticipated in the Competition Manager Meeting for 
the preparation of the World Games in Birming-
ham (Alabama). 

Earlier, they had the opportunity to promote fist-
ball in Alabama and to promote Alabama as a 
destination for fistball fans to attend the 2022 
World Games.  

Virtual TAFISA World Sport for All Games

On June 21, fistball was part of the virtual 7th 
TAFISA World Sport for All Games. A planned re-
alization on site in Lisbon had to be renounced.

Cancellation of Internationales Deutsches Turn-
fest 2021 und CSIT World Games

The International German Gymnastics Festival 
2021 in Leipzig as well as the CSIT World Sport 
Games, for which fistball competitions were 
planned, had to be cancelled by the organizer 
without replacement.



Continental Fistball Events 
 
EFA Fistball Men European Championship /EFA 
Men's Nations Cup 
 
Also in 2021, the Men's European Championship 
in Caldaro, Italy could not take place as planned 
due to the COVID19 pandemic and had to be post-
poned for a second time. The Men's European 
Championship is now scheduled to take place in 
June 2022.  
 
After the postponement of the European Champi-
onship, the European Fistball Association worked 
intensively on an alternative, as otherwise there 
would have been no event for the European na-
tions in the men's field this year. 
 
With the EFA 2021 Fistball Men's European Na-
tions Cup 01-03 October 2021, a comparable 
event concept was developed. Thankfully, TV Jahn 
Schneverdingen/GER agreed at very short notice 
to host this newly conceived event. 
 
Austria's national fistball team defeated Switzer-
land 4:2 in the final of the European Nations Cup 
and secured the gold medal without losing a 
game in the tournament. The international dress 
rehearsal for the World Games 2022 was a suc-
cess. The bronze medal went to world champion 
Germany after a 4-0 win over Italy. 
 

 
 
In parallel with the European Championship, EFA 
postponed the regular EFA Congress in Italy until 
June 2022. 
 
PAFA Pan-American Championships 2021 
 
The Pan-American Continental Association PAFA 
also had to postpone the Pan-American Champi-
onship, originally planned for October 2020 in 
Novo Hamburgo (BRA), by another year to 2022. 
Like the European Championship, the Pan Amer-
ican Championship is a qualifying event for the 
Men's World Championship 2023 in Mannheim, 
Germany. 

 
 
The planned U16 South American Champion-
ships in Chile also had to be moved to 2021. 
 
Schneverdingen (GER) and Vöcklabruck (AUT) put 
on Europe's fistball crown 
 
The EFA European Champions Cup for men and 
women could be played in 2021 in a modified 
match mode taking into account the national 
champions from 2019 and 2020, as the 2020 
competition could not take place. TV Jahn 
Schneverdingen and Union Tigers Vöcklabruck 
prevailed in exciting matches against strong com-
petitors and won the EFA European Champions 
Cup on August 21/22, 2021. 
 

 
 
IFA Fistball World Tour 2022 
 
2021, the entire Fistball World Tour had to be 
cancelled early due to pandemic. More than 30 
tournaments worldwide had again applied for 
recognition as a World Tour location. However, al-
ready in January 2021 the final cancellation took 
place, because no equal opportunities for the par-
ticipating teams could be guaranteed due to 
travel restrictions, border closures or different 



regulations regarding the execution of events and 
number of participants.  
 
After a 2-year COVID-19 interruption, the IFA Fist-
ball World Tour 2022 will celebrate a new start. 
The World Tour will start a new round with a total 
of 25 tour stops worldwide. It kicks off in early 
March in Brazil, where the first World Tour points 
will be collected. The fourth season of the Fistball 
World Tour will be concluded with an IFA 250 
tournament in Santiago de Chile. With Villa Bal-
lester in Argentina, Rohrbach and Hirschbach in 
Austria, three new tournament organizers are on 
the tour calendar for the new season of the IFA 
Fistball World Tour.  
 
The finals will be held in South America for the 
first time in its young history. Clube Duque de 
Caxias is the host club of the 2022 World Tour Fi-
nals in Curitiba, Brazil. 
 

 
 
At least the top two men's and women's teams in 
the World Tour Rankings presented by CINT Tech-
nical Advisors will receive a wildcard to partici-
pate in the following World Tour Finals, formerly 
the World Cup.  
 
The World Tour is a worldwide series of fistball 
tournaments in four different categories through 
which teams can secure wildcards to the World 
Tour Finals. The World Tour also enhances the 
value of worldwide fistball tournaments for club 
teams. 
 
Competition and event calendar 2022 
 
We are looking forward to hopefully being able to 
return to the fistball court in 2022 with all of our 
planned activities and our international events 
can take place again. There are also some inno-
vations planned. The year 2022 is packed with 
many highlights: The lighthouse event is the 
World Games from July 7 to 17, 2022 in Birming-
ham, Alabama, where a men's fistball competi-
tion with eight national teams and, for the first 

time ever, a women's competition with the best 
six national teams in the world will be held.  
 

 
 
At club level, the IFA Fistball World Tour Finals 
2022 will be a real highlight. The best men's and 
women's teams in the world will compete for the 
coveted World Cup in Curitiba, Brazil, from Octo-
ber 6 to 9, 2022.  
For the first time, the final event will take place in 
South America, making a long-held wish of the 
IFA a reality and contributing to the strengthening 
of the sport of fistball in South America and 
worldwide.  
 
Already in May, the Pan-American Federation will 
host the U18 South American Championship in 
Brazil.  
 
The men's Euro championship, which has already 
been postponed twice, will take place from June 
10 to 12 in Kaltern, Italy.  
Immediately after the World Games, the U18 and 
U21 European champions will be crowned in 
Vaihingen/Enz, Germany. This event will be con-
cluded with a large five-day youth camp.  
 
At the end of the year, the South American Cham-
pionships for men and women will be held in 
Novo Hamburgo, Brazil, from October 13-16. The 
year ends with the U16 South American Champi-
onships in Chile.  
 
Continental championships are also planned in 
Oceania and Asia, but have not yet been finalized 
due to COVID19 regulations.  
 
In addition, together with our partner TAFISA, we 
also offer attractive popular sport competitions in 
fistball. At the TAFISA Euro-pean Sport for all 
Games in Perugia, Italy, fistball will be repre-
sented as a demonstration sport to promote our 



sport. In addition, a small-field championship in 
2-on-2 fistball will be held. 

Furthermore, a tournament series of 2x2 fistball 
with at least ten "STAR tournaments" will be held 
worldwide for the first time in 2022. The individ-
ual organizers will not be announced until the end 
of the indoor season.

The success story of the IFA Fistball World Tour is 
to be continued again in 2022 after the COVID-
related break in 2020 and 2021. For the new sea-
son, the IFA has again decided on some small 
changes to the World Tour. The tournament se-
ries is now entering its fourth season. 25 tourna-
ments on four continents and more than 100 
teams will take part in the upcoming season.



V. OTHER SECTIONS 
 
International days are a good opportunity to get 
attention and support projects and causes. The 
IFA has therefore used the following days in 2020 
for statements and actions of the fistball family.  
 
IFA Olympic Day und Internationaler Tag des 
Sports für Entwicklung und Frieden (IDSDP) Akti-
vitäten 
 
In 2018, IFA appointed Gastao Englert (BRA) as 
IFA Director of Olympic Education to support 
Olympic Day on June 23 and the International 
Day of Sport for Development and Peace (IDSDP) 
on April 6.  
 
Sport has the power to change the world; it is a 
fundamental right, a powerful tool to strengthen 
social bonds and promote sustainable develop-
ment and peace, as well as solidarity and respect. 
Through our unique individual abilities and our 
united efforts, we can come together and find cre-
ative ways to improve our health through sport 
and physical activity. 
 

 
 
This day is celebrated each year around the world 
by international, regional and national sports and 
development organizations to recognize the role 
of sport in society, whether by promoting health-
ier lifestyles, spreading sport or using sport as a 
tool for development in areas vulnerable to con-
flict, poverty and inequality. Since 2014, the 
Peace and Sport Foundation has developed the 
#WhiteCard campaign as a sign of your commit-
ment to peace efforts worldwide. The IFA has sup-
ported this campaign for many years. 
 

 
 

The first Olympic Day was celebrated on June 23, 
1948 to commemorate the founding of the IOC 
on June 23, 1894 in Paris when Pierre de Couber-
tin achieved the revival of the Olympic Games. 
 
In the last 20 years, Olympic Day has been asso-
ciated with Olympic runs around the world. Mean-
while, Olympic Day is evolving into much more 
than just a run or a sporting event. Based on the 
three pillars of "move," "learn," and "discover," 
National Olympic Committees and Inter-national 
Sports Federations are implementing sports, cul-
tural, and educational activities that appeal to 
everyone - regardless of age, gender, social back-
ground, or athletic ability.  
 
Some countries have integrated the event into 
school curricula, and in recent years many NOCs 
have expanded the celebrations to include con-
certs and exhibitions. Recent NOC activities in-
clude meetings for children and young people 
with top athletes and the development of new 
websites that direct people to programs near 
them. This makes it easier for everyone to be-
come part of Olympic Day. 
 
The IFA celebrates this day to honor the role of 
sport in society, whether by promoting healthier 
lifestyles, re-learning about sport, or using sport 
as a development tool in areas vulnerable to con-
flict, poverty and inequality. 
 
 
  



International Women´s Day on 8th of March  
 
Collective action and shared responsibility for 
gender parity is what makes International Wom-
en's Day a success. 
The history of women's struggle for equality be-
longs neither to a single feminist nor to a single 
organization, but to the collective efforts of all 
who care about human rights. 
 

 
 
Play True Day on 10th of April 
 
Since 2014, the World Anti-Doping Agency 
(WADA) and the anti-doping community world-
wide have celebrated Play True Day every April - 
a day dedicated to clean sport that aims to raise 
awareness among athletes, the sports public 
and others about the importance of protecting 
clean sport. 
 
TAFISA Family Day on May 1st  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

World Environment Day on 5th of June  
 
World Environment Day is the best-known day 
for environmental action. Celebrated every year 
on June 5 since 1974, it calls on governments, 
businesses and citizens to focus their efforts on 
an urgent environmental issue. 
 

 
 
International Youth Day on 12th of August 
 

 
 
International Youth Day is celebrated every year 
on August 12. The UN selects a theme for this 
day. The program encourages youth around the 
world to organize activities to raise awareness 
about the situation of youth in their country. 
 
World-Fairplay-Day on 7th of September 
 
World Fair Play Day is a 
sports initiative to promote 
fair play and ethical values 
in sport. Everyone in sport on 
and off the field is invited to 
draw attention to fair play in-
itiatives, projects and 
achievements on this date 
every year. 
 
  



World Children's Day on September 20th and 
November 20th 
 
World Children's Day is intended to draw atten-
tion to the rights and needs of children. The offi-
cial date of World Children's Day in Germany 
and Austria is September 20.  
 
World Children's Day is 
UNICEF's annual day of ac-
tion for children, by chil-
dren.  
 
Protecting children 
means: 
 
- Ensuring that all children learn, including by 

closing the digital divide. 
- Ensuring access to health systems and nu-

trition, and making sure vaccines are afford-
able and available for every child.  

- Promote and protect the mental health of 
children and adolescents and end abuse, 
gender-based violence and neglect in child-
hood. 

- Increase access to clean water, sanitation, 
and hygiene and combat environmental 
degradation and climate change. 

- Combat the rise of child poverty and ensure 
inclusive recovery for all. 

- Redouble efforts to protect and support chil-
dren and support their families affected by 
conflict, disaster and displacement. 

 
World Teachers' Day on October 5th 
 
On World Teachers' Day, which has begun annu-
ally since 1994, we would like to say thank you 
to all physical education teachers who also 
teach/try out fistball in physical education clas-
ses. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

International Day for the Elimination of Violence 
against Women on November 25th 
 
Since the outbreak of COVID-19, new data and 
reports from grassroots organizations show that 
all types of violence against women and girls, es-
pecially domestic violence, have increased. 
 
This is the shadow pandemic that is spreading in 
the midst of the COVID-19 crisis. We need a 
global collective effort to stop it. As COVID-19 
cases continue to strain health services, essen-
tial services such as domestic violence shelters 
and counseling centers have reached capacity. 
More needs to be done to prioritize combating vi-
olence against women in COVID-19 response 
and recovery. 
 
International Day of People with Disabilities on 
December 3rd

  
The inclusion of persons with disabilities is es-
sential for the realization of human rights, sus-
tainable development, peace and security. It is 
also central to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development's promise of leaving no one be-
hind. Commitment to the realization of the rights 
of persons with disabilities is not only a question 
of justice; it is an investment in a shared future. 
 
International Day of Volunteering for Economic 
and Social Development on December 5th 
 
International Volunteer Day (IVD) is observed on 
behalf of the UN General Assembly every year on 
December 5. It is seen as a unique opportunity 
for volunteers and organizations to celebrate 
their efforts, share their values and promote 
their work. 
 
Thank you to all volunteers in fistball or other 
fields!  



Anti-Doping  
 
Following the principles of the World Anti-Doping 
Code (Code), the IFA has made its testing pro-
gram more efficient and intelligent. 
 
The IFA Test Distribution Plan (TDP) 2021 was ap-
proved by the Governing Board and a Test Pool 
(TP) was established. 
 
The IFA conducted training and competition tests 
in 2021. All tests were negative and yielded no 
AAFs, with all tested athletes cooperating more 
fully.  
 
In 2021, the IFA, represented by Anti-Doping Of-
ficer Theresa Eidenhammer, General Secretary 
Christoph Oberlehner and President Jörn Ver-
leger, participated in various online and virtual 
training sessions on anti-doping in pandemic 
times. 
 

 
 
IPC / ParaFistball 
 
Although the IPC has continued to suspend the 
recognition process due to the Corona pandemic, 
recognition of IFAs by the IPC continues to be a 
strategic goal that has been confirmed in the re-
vised 2019 - 2023 Strategic Plan. 
 

 
 
 
 

Financies 
 
The 2021 accounts have not yet been finalized. 
Due to the worldwide COVID-19 pandemic and 
the postponement of numerous international 
events, the budgeted competition fees and spon-
soring income could not be collected as planned. 
In addition, some member associations struggled 
financially, which was reflected in the payment of 
IFA membership fees.  
 
Once again, we would like to thank the Republic 
of Austria for the support of the IFA Association 
Center as well as the Corona grants in 2020 and 
2021 and the funding commitment for the next 
three years. 
 

 
 
The promotion of the association's work in the 
Linz office has enabled the sport of fistball to take 
a quantum leap since 2017 that would not have 
been possible without it.  
 

 





 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

IFA Strategic Plan 2019 – 2023 update 
 
 

I. Introduction & Background 

The International Fistball Association (IFA) Board of Directors for the period 2019-2023 was 
elected at the General Assembly in Winterthur, Switzerland, on 14 August 2019. 

This Strategic Plan serves not only as manifesto of the new IFA leadership for the upcoming period 
of four years but also as a guideline for the administrative work and day-to-day business manage-
ment of the IFA executed by its volunteers and staff members. 

The plan outlines the common strategic aims of the IFA Board of Directors. 

It manages IFA policies reflecting and acknowledging the changes of international principles of 
sport governance as set out by the Olympic Agenda 2020+5 and the Basic Principles of Good Gov-
ernance as well as the Olympic Charter, the key framework of the Olympic Movement established 
by the International Olympic Committee. IFA is continuously committed to executing the key princi-
ples of this framework in its governance structures as an International Sport Federation (IF) and its 
day-to-day management. This approach taken by IFA is to contribute to the fulfilment of require-
ments for the recognition of IFA by the IOC as recognised IF, which is expected to happen during 
the four-year period of this strategic plan. 

The Strategic Plan is the tool for IFA allowing a permanent evaluation of the IFA governance in the 
future. 

The IFA membership has continuously grown to 67 member federations in the last years and a to-
tal number of over 65.000 players registered by these national federations as of April 2021. This 
Strategic plan lays the foundation for a further growth of the sport of Fistball and enhancement of 
its sport structures for the future, always aiming to the highest good for which we are working: the 
welfare and optimised sporting opportunities of our athletes around the globe. 
 
II. Mission Statement & Values 

The International Fistball Association (IFA) is the world governing body for all Fistball sports being 
responsible for the Promotion and Development of Fistball around the world.   

The IFA is responsible for the approval of all sporting regulations in Fistball and the sanctioning of 
any kind of World Championships and World Cups and further IFA sanctioned events. 

The IFA adheres to the principles of the Olympic Charter, the Olympic Agenda 2020+5 and the 
Basic Principles of Good Governance as established by the IOC and contributes actively to their exe-
cution. 

The IFA endorses the principles of a free democratic basic order and safeguards the sport of Fist-
ball against all forms of violence, discrimination and illegal betting and match fixing. 

The IFA is committed to the social and environmental sustainability of its events and aims to 
achieve a positive legacy wherever these have been held acknowledging its social responsibility to-
wards the society. 

  



 

The IFA fully endorses the WADA World Anti-Doping Code and the related International Standards 
in its current version and supports the measures of WADA with regard to the fight against Doping 
and takes a strict non-tolerance stance against all forms of Doping and drug abuse. 

The IFA is a service-oriented Federation, particularly towards its member federations. The IFA 
serves as the worldwide discussion forum on all questions related to Fistball. The IFA is a dynamic, 
modern and efficient federation and in cooperation with its member federations supports and ad-
heres to the following values: 
 
We establish all preconditions for a high quality and optimal organisation and execution of our 
events, always putting the well-being of the athletes in the focus of our activities. 

We are actively promoting the development of Fistball globally, using targeted and wide-ranging 
activities with the focus of increasing appeal to children and youth. 

We provide education programmes for a sustainable development of the skills of players, coaches, 
referees and administrators. 

We are committed to transparent, open and professional communication internally and externally. 

We improve the perception of the Sport of Fistball in society through suitable measures in coopera-
tion with Sport, Politics, Economy and the Media. 

We develop the international presence of the Sport of Fistball cooperating closely with the interna-
tional organisations and institutions like the International Olympic Committee (IOC), the continen-
tal Olympic Committees, the International World Games Association (IWGA), the International Para-
lympic Committee (IPC), the Global Association of International Sport Federations (GAISF), The As-
sociation For International Sport for All (TAFISA), the Confédération Sportive Internationale du Trav-
ail (CSIT), the Fédération International du Sports Universitaire (FISU), the International Masters 
Games Association (IMGA), the World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA), the Alliance of Independent 
Recognised Members of Sport (AIMS) and other International Federations. 

We encourage gender equity and diversity in all aspects. We care for the security of the athletes 
and the spectators. We require and promote Fair-Play on all levels. 

We consider Fistball as a Sport which can be practised by people of all age categories – the perfect 
Sport for All. 
 
  



The earliest known mention
of the game by the Roman

Emperor Gordian III.

IFA was founded on the 30th of
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Main (Germany)
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III. SWOT-Analysis 

Internal evaluation of IFA – Strengths & Weaknesses 

Strengths Weaknesses 

Fistball is family Fistball is family 
Strong spectator response in central Europe (GER, AUT, 
SUI) 

Weak spectator response in regions outside of central 
Europe 

Fast development in Oceania Low participation in Africa (2 countries) 
Fistball can be practised by people of all age categories Limited financial resources 
Easily accessible sport for everybody with low costs Less return of investment through sport equipment 

manufacturers 
Low-cost infrastructure requirements (Grass field or in-
door venue) 

Organisational weakness / mostly volunteer based or-
ganisations 

Compact team strength Financial weaknesses of countries and teams 
Dynamic sport Sport presentation potential not exploited at all events 
No-contact sport / no injuries caused by opponent / par-
allel sport 

Gender imbalance (65% Men and 35% Women) 

Teambuilding / Team sport / social competence High international performance differences of teams 
Attractive events re format and presentation / small 
field / spectators close to field / length of event 

Activities focused on national level; IFA mission state-
ment not executed on national level 

IFA events are carried out with the focus on sustainabil-
ity in the areas infrastructure & natural sites; sourcing 
& resource management; mobility; workforce; and cli-
mate. 

 

IFA has signed the Sports for Climate Action program in 
2020 

 

IFA is an active part of the working group Sport+Human 
Rights of the Austrian Ministry of Sports 

 

Separate men`s and women`s events as alone-stand-
ing world championships 

 

Programme sport of the World Games – Member of 
IWGA 

 

Member of GAISF and AIMS  
Sporting strength in Europe  
Organisational structures existing globally  
Strong event portfolio and quality in Europe and Oce-
ania 

Weak event portfolio in other regions 

Easy playing regulations, easy basic rules  
Strong TV presence   
New IFA structure, leadership and commissions less permanent and paid staff existing 
Worldwide World Tour series for club teams an all conti-
nents established in 2017 

COVID-19 pandemic stopped World Tour 2020 and 
2021 

Official sportswear supplier contracted for 5 years as 
sponsor 

 

Official sportswear supplier with sustainability in the fo-
cus of production 

 

Strong administration / governance skills within leader-
ship 

 

Well-connected within sports family   
Well-established co-operation with the World Flying Disc 
Federation (WFDF) in several fields as Sustainability, 
Anti-Doping, Ethics, Good Governance and Para-Sport 
activities, manifested by a Memorandum of Under-
standing in 2017 

 

Subsidies of the state of Austria Limited duration of subsidies 
Fistball Academy established in 2018  
Fistball Academy modules published for virtual Fistball 
learning 

Binding resources 

Best watched TV event in Germany of TWG 2017   
Strong virtual activities (“Fistball at home”) achieved in 
2020  

 

New online formats like virtual Athletes / Youth / Policy 
Forums and Congresses with greater attendance than 
in person meetings 

Binding more resources than in person meetings / tech-
nical challenges  

IFA as part of the TAFISA project “International and Eu-
ropean Sport Organisations Activate Citizens” which will 
be co-funded by the Erasmus+ Programme of the Euro-
pean union in 2021 – 2022 

Binding resources 



 

OTT-platform www.fistball.tv Less return of investment through advertising / poten-
tial limited duration of co-operation 

Standalone ticketing system  
Standalone players, officials and event organisation da-
tabase 

 

Standalone data collection system for match infor-
mation and analyses 

 

IFA event organizers service box established Limited/missing reports/Transfer of Knowledge from 
LOC after events finalized 

Minimum of 30 % representation of women in IFA 
board, commissions and officers  

need to encourage and coordinate national cooperation 
towards the promotion, rights and welfare of women 
and girls 

 
External evaluation of IFA – Opportunities and Threats 

Opportunities Threats 

Participation in new IOC recognition procedure 2021 Concurrency of other IFs re IOC recognition 
New member federations and other federations moving 
towards membership using development projects 

Care for all IFA member federations needed 

High development potential in all directions: 
- Marketing 
- Global presence 
- Sports presentation 

 

Higher potential re personal resources with new com-
missions and support of volunteers 

Excessive demands on human and financial resources 

Improved international representation and position 
through AIMS and AIMS Council seat 

AIMS Council elections postponed from 2020 to 2021 

Next Men`s Team World Championships 2023 in GER 
in key markets with a unique venue to be the finals 
played in  

Financial risk to fill a stadium with 12.000 seats for the 
final days 

U18 World Championships 2023 in Oceania – Junior 
development 

Travel cost may limit participation 

World Games programme sport at TWG 2022 (USA) 
with a men´s and women´s event 

Returning at TWG 2025 will require a success of TWG 
2022 re spectators attendance figures 

Marketing potential  
Broadcast opportunities on IWGA World Games Chan-
nel / IOC Olympic Channel 

 

Establish Fistball as School Sport (example AUT with 
400 school teams participating at events) 

 

Targeting participation in IWGA World Games Chengdu 
China 2025 

 

2x2 Fistball as second discipline No worldwide event calendar in place so far for 2x2 Fist-
ball  

Targeting IPC recognition  Binding resources  
CSIT World Sport Games 2021 in Cesenatico (ITA)   
Fistball as demonstration sport at the TAFISA World 
Sport for all Games 2021  

 

IFA establishes a e-scoring system  
Integration of shot clock at international events for 
shorter match breaks  

 

 
  





 

IV. Vision Statement for the year 2023 

- IFA is an athlete centred organisation 
- IFA is a service-oriented organisation that strengthens its members and helps them to grow 
- IFA is an International Federation recognised by the IOC 
- A success at the IWGA World Games 2021 has secured a men´s and women´s event on 

the programme of the IWGA World Games Chengdu 2025 
- IFA is a member of the International Masters Games Association and applies for a place on 

the programme of the European Masters Games  
- 30 teams participate at the IFA 2023 Fistball Men`s World Championships Qualifiers  
- IFA has 5 Continental Associations organising Championships 
- 60 countries participating in Continental Championships 
- IFA Youth development has led to a participation of 14 teams at the 2021 World Champi-

onships Austria and the 2023 World Championships New Zealand  
- Media development has secured an international TV-Broadcast contract 
- Marketing development has secured an international Sponsorship contract  
- IFA counts 70 Member Federations 
- IFA has sold 12.000 tickets for the final day of the IFA 2023 Fistball Men´s World Champi-

onship Germany 
- IFA is IPC recognized 
- IFA is part of the World Urban Games 2023 
- IFA has developed a second discipline  
- Fistball as official sport at the CSIT World Sport Games 
- IFA has developed the Fistball Academy to an established format for the promotion of Fist-

ball.  
- IFA is an association that sees digitalization as an opportunity and proactively implements 

possibilities 
- IFA´s media concept is based on people centred content 
- IFA has identified new strategic partnerships with a focus on sustainable and responsible 

practices 
- IFA has taken responsibility for the environment and climate protection through its sustain-

ability measures with the three pillars of economy, environmental and social aspects with 
the goal of carbon neutrality 

- IFA protects and treats all people with dignity according to the UN Guiding Principles on 
Business and Human Rights 

- The Fistball family has succeeded in maintaining the passion of fan groups, further 
strengthening them as well as retaining them 

- Women's Fistball has continued to develop with an all-time high in teams of girls and 
women 

- IFA and its member associations have gender equity concepts in place. Through these 
measures, significantly more leadership positions in Fistball are overtaken by women 

 
  





 

V. Strategic Aims 

1. High quality IFA events 
2. Governance structures according to good governance principles 
3. IFA serves as service-oriented organisation for its member federations providing real stake-

holder value 
4. Use of international platforms and participation in international Multisport events serves as 

showcase for Fistball 
5. Increase youth appeal of Fistball 

 
VI. Action plan re strategic aims 

1. High quality IFA events 

- The Board of Directors to search for host cities actively 
- Publish call for bids on the IFA website 
- Question the awarding procedure with decisions taken by Congress 
- Evaluate event circles and portfolio e.g., concerning WWC 2024 
- Global Extension of referee education outside of Europe and South America 
- Evaluate event organisation re athlete focus 
- Involve Athlete`s Commission in host selection process 
- Support bidders during bid phase with TOK (Transfer of Knowledge) and best practise mod-

els 
- Reporting duty with written event reports and budgets and event de-briefing 
- Establish evaluation framework for event quality 
- Support Organising Committees during preparation and event phase (provide Competition 

Manager) 
- Running events as in-house events 
- Establish a legal entity IFA Fistball Service Agency as GmbH 
- Clear event responsibilities and contacts for all areas of event management 
- Generate subsidies for high quality events from public authorities 
- establish e-scoring system 

 
2. Governance structures according to good governance principles 

- Increase female representation on international and national level in governance structures 
with the goal of 20% minimum representation of women in decision-making posi-
tions/commissions etc. by 31 December 2022 

- Request the national IFA member federations to set their own forward targets for future 
representation of women in governing bodies through 2025 

- IFA to establish training courses for women leaders, athletes and coaches and other offi-
cials, provide educational resources, including training manuals on gender equity in sport 
and to organize information seminars 

- IFA member federations to develop a strategy and educational material to support Fistball 
education for girls in school curricula in particular 

- Discuss to change the Rules of Fistball for women e.g., smaller fields to make Fistball more 
attractive to girl and women 

- Evaluation of all structures re Basic Principles of Good Governance constantly 
- Organise meetings and activities of all Commissions 
- Provide suitable financial framework 
- Provide sustainability report from every event 
- Find international Sponsor securing funding of at least 30.000 € annually 
- Establish CSR-Programme 
- Increase paid IFA staff structure 
- Increase cooperation with other IF to established joint working bodies 
- Adopted new WADA Code 2021 
- Fulfil WADA Code Compliance monitoring 
- IFA is an active part of the working group Sport+Human Rights of the Austrian Ministry of 

Sports 



 

- Awareness of the IFA SAFE SPORT POLICY SAFEGUARDING ATHLETES AND PARTICIPANTS 
FROM DISCRIMINATION, HARASSMENT AND ABUSE 

- Implement the IFA SAFE SPORT POLICY SAFEGUARDING ATHLETES AND PARTICIPANTS 
FROM DISCRIMINATION, HARASSMENT AND ABUSE and to include this theme in all work-
shops and conferences organized 

- Empower Athlete Participation in the IFA decision-making processes with the priority to 
strengthen Commission members’ engagement 

- Support Athlete Development in their sporting careers with the priority to improve IFA’s in-
formation flow to athletes before, during and after IFA events by engaging directly with ath-
letes and ensuring a regular and timely communication of information to support athlete 
preparation for the IFA events 

- Promote Athlete Involvement in decision-making across the Fistball Family with the priority 
to advocate the benefits of athlete involvement in the decision-making and to increase the 
visibility of IFA Athletes’ Commissions’ roles and achievements by implementing a commu-
nication plan to ensure a strong media presence for Athletes’ Commissions 

- Ensure Athlete Representation in the decision-making with the priority to increase aware-
ness of the athletes’ viewpoint by conducting surveys amongst athletes 

- Strengthen the input of the athletes’ viewpoint in IFA decisions to establish a system to cap-
ture the athletes’ viewpoint accurately before input is given 

 
3. IFA serves as service-oriented organisation for its member federations providing real stakeholder 
value 

- Strengthen IFA members and help them to help themselves  
- Obtain IOC Recognition 
- Support Member Federations actively to obtain NOC recognition 
- Run IFA Development Programme for members 
- Active support for Member Federations re Federation structure development 
- Run a Fistball Equipment Support Programme worldwide 
- Support members re WADA Anti-Doping Code compliance 
- Run partnership programme / mentorship programme for new Member Federations 
- Annual IFA Award Ceremony to honour initiatives and best practise  
- Global expansion of the training of trainers for the young and developing nations 
- Fistball Academy as Fistball development and knowledge platform for all member federa-

tions 
- Provide a database for players, officials and event organization to support Member Federa-

tions and LOCs in their work 
- Support Member Federations and LOCs actively in terms of TV production and live stream-

ing 
- Open IFA OTT platform for all member federation and their national or continental Fistball 

activities 
- Support Member Federations and LOCs by offering them a ticketing software especially for 

Fistball needs for their events on low costs 
- Provide database to collect match data from national and international events to gain more 

match information 
- Active support of member federation and LOCs by providing a media team for national and 

international Fistball events who take care of all media channels online and offline to se-
cure a standard level 

- Provide event toolbox for all international Fistball events worldwide 
- Provide special guidelines for media work  
- Support LOCs by providing templates and rundowns for all necessary parts of an event (Wel-

come Dinner, match start, Opening Ceremony, Victory Ceremony etc.) 
- Provide Fistball Academy videos and United by Fistball material free of charge on OTT Plat-

form for use in the member federation’s daily youth work 
- Start of a Youth Development Program with financial support to bring more youth to Fistball 

and support the Member Federations 
- Support of LOCs in terms of Sports Presentation: Production of commercial banners and 

rent and transport of barriers for international events 



 

- Provide an archive with all necessary national flags and anthems free of charge for all 
member federations and LOCs 

- Creation and hosting of event websites and Social Media Channels at World Championships 
 
4. Use of international platforms and participation in international Multisport events serves as 
showcase for Fistball 

- Secure place of IFA on the programme of the IWGA World Games Chengdu 2025 
- Establish working relations with FISU re WUC (World University Championships) 
- IFA as IPC recognized organisation  
- Develop new Fistball formats as suitable addition for other Multisport Games events 
- Develop Urban Fistball discipline 
- Strengthen representation and cooperation of IFA within GAISF and AIMS 
- Use the United Trough Sports initiative for further promotion of Fistball worldwide 
- Participate in CSIT World Sport Games as official sports 
- Run IFA Masters competition within the framework of CSIT World Sport Games biannually 
- Integration of two Fistball disciplines as demonstration sports in TAFISA World Sport for All 

Games 
 
5. Increase youth appeal of Fistball 

- Task Youth Commission to develop new youth formats 
- Hold Under 18 World Championships bi-annually with youth friendly side events 
- Approach cooperation with ISF (International School Sports Federation) 
- Propose Fistball as FISU recognise sport 
- Present IFA events in a youthful way 
- Promote 3x3 youth rule 
- Develop 2nd Fistball discipline 
- Positioning (if necessary rules) of Fistball on artificial turf  
- Inclusion of an U18 representative elected by the U18 World Championship participants as 

permanent member of the IFA Youth Commission 
- Professional preparation of the IFA U 18 World Championships in 2021 in Austria and 2023 

in New Zealand with the aim of providing the best possible setting for the best youth ath-
letes  

- Sustainable organization and implementation of these events re safety and protection of 
young athletes  

- Preparation and awarding of the IFA U 18 World Championships for the year 2024/2026  
- Increase the number of participating teams as well as support for the participation of all 

continents  
- Evaluation and participants feedback of all U18 World Championships to increase the at-

tractiveness and promote the sustainability of all events 
- Professional organization and conduction of the IFA 2021 and 2023 Youth Congresses as 

in presence event within the framework of the IFA U18 World Championships 
- Virtual IFA 2022 Youth Congress  
- Continuous information and intensification of the co-operation of all member federations 

about the current activities of the IFA and the IFA Youth Commission by strengthening the 
digital networking 

- Development of joint measures and activities for a sustainable, innovative and professional 
implementation of the Fistball Academy 

- Presentation and discussion of ideas, concepts, applications or proposals in the context of a 
digital exchange for a sustainable development and promotion of Fistball in the youth de-
partment. 

- Coordination of actions and developments, taking into account the requirements of the 
adopted IFA Youth and Development Program 2021. 

- Continuous and multilingual development of training content as well as education and 
training modules as a digital basis for implementation in theory and practice for new and 
developing nations 

- Preparation of further academy measures in theory and practice within the framework of 
all IFA events 



 

- Expansion and continuation of the development of the homepage of the Fistball Academy 
to improve the digital exchange between all member nations 

- Development of innovative ideas for the financial support of the necessary measures  
- Establish a shot clock for a shorter match break 

 
VII. Procedures and evaluation 

- Discussion of the draft with the IFA member federation at the IFA Membership Gathering 
on 12 August 2019. 

- The IFA Board of Directors approved the Strategic Plan initially on 15 August 2019.  
- IFA published the Strategic Plan on the IFA website  
- Evaluation of the Strategic Plan in the IFA Policy Forum on 30 March 2021 with the focus 

on IOC Agenda 2020+5 
- Resolution of the IFA Athletes Forum re “Women in Fistball” on 10 April 2021 
- Board of Directors to approve of the updated Strategic Plan 
- IFA to publish the updated Strategic Plan on the IFA website  
- Evaluate Strategic Plan annually at the second meeting of the Board of Directors 

 
Approved by the IFA Board of Directors at the meeting on 17 April 2021. 
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Introduction 
 

Successful fistball restart at the World Championships in Grieskirchen. 

 

At the end of 2018, the International Fistball Association (IFA) confirmed the city of Grieskirchen in 

Austria as the venue for the 2020 IFA Fistball U18 World Championships. In the end, the worldwide 

COVID19 pandemic changed everything. In April 2020, the event was postponed to 2021. Later, 

the organizer also agreed to host the Women's World Championship, which was originally planned 

in Chile and later in Switzerland and was not possible due to the COVID restrictions in Switzerland.  

Therefore, with the Male and Female U18 World Championships, Male U21 European 

Championships and the Women's World Championships, for the first time ever in fistball history, 

four official competitions were held simultaneously at one location.  

 

A total of 27 national teams from ten countries and two continents took part. Some teams even 

had to go into quarantine after entering the country and the preparation of the teams was different 

from what one was used to.  

Due to the strong bond of the fistball family, the World Championships became a fistball festival. 

The World Championships were held under the motto "United by Fistball" and were characterized 

by mutual solidarity.  

 

We would like to thank all participants for this successful event. It was a strong joint effort of the 

local organizing committee of Sportunion Grieskirchen, the city of Grieskirchen, the IFA, the 

Austrian Fistball Federation as well as the promoters, sponsors and partners. 

 

We are very happy about the many positive feedbacks but also the constructive criticism about the 

Fistball World Championships.  

 

Without the support of the sponsors of the Federal Ministry of Arts, Culture, Civil Service and Sports, 

the Province of Upper Austria and the Municipality of Grieskirchen, the sponsors and partners as 

well as the highly committed OC team and the many volunteers, an event in this form and size 

would not have been possible.  

 

We congratulate the winning teams as well as the medal winners and are already looking forward 

to the next World Championships.  

 

This report documents the overall event and the advertising presence of the sponsors. 

 
Kind regards,  
 
 
 
 

 

Jörn-Torsten Verleger Peter Oberlehner Christoph Oberlehner 
President WC-President Secretary General WC& IFA   
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The Participants 

 

Women´s World Championship: 

 
Women’s World Championship 

 

Germany 

 

Switzerland 

 

Austria 

 

Chile 

 

Serbia 

 

Belgium 

 

Danmark 

 

Czech Republic 

 
8 Nations 

2 Continents (Europe, South America) 

7 EFA-Member Associations 

1 PAFA-Member Associations 

80 Athletes 

45 Staff Members 
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U18 Women´s World Championship:  

 
U18 Women’s World Championship 

 

Brazil 

 

Germany 

 

Switzerland 

 

Austria 

 

Chile 

 

Italy 

 

Czech Republic 

 
7 Nations 

2 Continents (Europe, South America) 

5 EFA-Member Associations 

2 PAFA-Member Associations 

70 Athletes 

28 Staff Members 
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U18 Men´s World Championship:  

 
U18 Men’s World Championship 

 

Brazil 

 

Germany 

 

Switzerland 

 

Austria 

 

Chile 

 

Italy 

 

Denmark 

 
7 Nations  

2 Continents (Europe, South America) 

5 EFA-Member Associations 

2 PAFA-Member Associations 

70 Athletes 

30 Staff Members 
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U21 Men´s European Championship:  

 
U21 Men’s European Championship 

 

Germany 

 

Switzerland 

 

Austria 

 
3 Nations  

30 Athletes 

13 Staff Members 

 

 

U21 Women´s Exhibition Match:  

 
U21 Women’s Exhibition Match 

 

Germany 

 

Austria 

 
2 Nations  

20 Athletes  

5 Staff Members 

 

 

Total:  
10 Nations  

2 Continents (Europe, South America) 

8 EFA-Member Associations 

2 PAFA-Member Associations 

270 Athletes 

121 Staff Members 
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Th IFA Fistball World Championships – Facts & Figures 
 

- 395,000,000 people total media reach 

- 500 social media posts 

- 339 print articles  

- 63 matches 

- 232 sets played 

- 4,354 points played 

- 70 players U18 female 

- 28 coaches U18 female 

- 70 players U18 male 

- 30 coaches U18 male 

- 80 players women WC 

- 45 Supports Women World Championship 

- 30 players U21 male 

- 13 Coaches U21 male 

- 20 players Women-Exhibition Match 

- 5 coaches Women-Exhibition Match 

- Total 270 players 

- Total 121 team coaches 

- Total 391 players and coaches 

- 7 referees 

- 4.000 overnight stays in and around Grieskirchen 

- 8,200 spectators on all five days of the event 

- 2,200 spectators on Saturday alone (sold out!) 

- 4,195 COVID19 rapid tests carried out on site 

- 0 positive COVID19 cases among athletes, support staff and volunteers 

- 250 different volunteer helpers  

- 1,680 helper shifts 

- 250 match announcement posters 

- 2,000 flyers 

- 1,000 program booklets in English and German 

- 28 accredited media representatives and photographers 

- 8 TV cameras on both match courts 

- 100 hours of live streaming on ifa-fistball.tv 

- 4 TV commentators 

- 181,607 video views on fistball.tv 

- 123,840 people reached via Facebook 

- and numerous enthusiastic fistball fans from all over the world ...  
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That was the Fistball WC 2021 in Grieskirchen 
 

GRIESKIRCHEN. The A World Championship in Grieskirchen fron 28th of July to 1st of August united 

four medal decisions in one event. A total of 25 teams in the categories women and U18 (women 

and men) fought for World Championship gold as well as the U21 men for the European 

Championship title – more teams than ever before. Over 8,000 spectators crowded into the ÖBV 

Fistball Arena during the week of the World Championships despite the sometimes heavy rainfall.  

  

Fans and players celebrated a true fistball festival in Grieskirchen. For this major sporting event, 

the fistball center was converted into a World Cup site with a center court. More than 250 

volunteers made an unforgettable event possible for the guests from all over the world "The 

response of the spectators exceeded our expectations", said Christoph Oberlehner from the 

organizing committee. 

 

 
 

Germany as old and new World Champion 

For the record-breaking world champions, this is the fourth title in a row and the seventh overall. 

The team around captain Sonja Pfrommer gave Austria no chance in the final and scored a clear 

3:0 victory. "The World Championship title is something special. You work towards the title for 

years and then when it works it is just indescribably beautiful. We were just that little bit better," 

said Pfrommer, who was delighted with the world championship title. Austria, Switzerland and 

Chile followed in the other places. 
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Youth competition in German hands – 3x silver for Austria 

Probably the most exciting match of this tournament was played by Germany and Austria in the 

final of the U18 men. In five sets the German team defeated the hosts team in front of a sold-out 

crowd. Germany also triumphed over Austria in the U18 Women's World Championships and the 

U21 Men's European Championships. The bronze medal went to Brazil at the youth world 

championships. 
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Final Results: 

 

Result IFA 2021 Fistball Women World Championship  

1. Germany, 2. Austria, 3. Switzerland, 4. Chile, 5. Serbia, 6. Czech Republic, 7. Denmark, 8. 

Belgium 

 

Result IFA 2021 Fistball U18 Women World Championship: 

1. Germany, 2. Austria, 3. Brazil, 4. Switzerland, 5. Chile, 6. Italy, 7. Czech Republic 

 

Result IFA 2021 Fistball U18 Men World Championship: 

1. Germany, 2. Austria, 3. Brazil, 4. Switzerland 5. Italy, 6. Denmark, 7. Chile 

 

Result EFA 2021 Fistball U21 Men European Championship: 

1.Germany, 2. Austria, 3. Switzerland  
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Fistball festival with a great crowd 
 

 
 

What can't be missing at such major events as the IFA Fistball World Championships 2021 are, of 

course, the fans. They not only contribute to an incredible atmosphere, but also support their team 

in important game scenes. And the fans give their best. This ensures a great atmosphere in the 

arena. After the past two years of fistball break for the national teams, there is a lot of motivation 

to be made up for on the spectator side. 

 

European fan base turned up in large numbers 

 

Among others on the Swiss side. "We are here for our girls," said three fans from the Rhine Valley. 

To cheer on the Swiss fistball players, the five-hour journey is gladly tolerated. Even beyond that, no 

destination is too far, because the Swiss, according to their own statement, "... have been traveling 

around the world for ten years. Brazil, Germany, America, Austria, we always travel along." Luggage 

full of equipment to cheer on, they head to the stands day after day at the championships. Among 

them, according to the fans, are "... goat bells, horns and flags." They will also be used in the 

women's match for 3rd place against the team from Chile. 
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The five-hour journey can be topped by a fan from northern Germany, who traveled 850 

kilometers to witness the event in Grieskirchen. "I cheer for all the German teams, without 

exception," he reports. His tip on the finals of the U21 and women's national teams is therefore 

in Germany's favor. "It will be 3-0 twice tomorrow," he is sure. 

 

The home fans from Austria will be just as numerous at the Grieskirchen site. Across the 

generations, the home teams are unconditionally supported here. One intermediate success is 

already certain for the Austrian spectators: the women's national team is in the final. Then it is 

once again a matter of giving everything or, as one fan puts it, "I will send all my strength. 

Everything I have." 

 

International fan support from all over the world 

 

In addition to the European fans, supporters from Chile and Brazil have also arrived. For games 

on international soil, the South American thoroughbred fans even accept long journeys. 

Especially after the last two years off, the fistball moments of the national teams have become 

more precious. Nevertheless, the traveling fans do not always succeed against loud Austrians. 

But this is compensated by mutual support within the teams. In every free minute the young 

athletes come to the fields of their compatriots and stand side by side with the fans. 

 

What is already certain for the games on the two final days, however, is that teams and fans 

together will create a goosebump atmosphere. Mutual support will transcend national 

boundaries, and fairness will be a top priority not only within the teams but also among the 

spectators.  
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Final Results 
 

 

Final result Women: 

 

Final result U18 female 

1. Germany 1. Germany 

2. Austria 2. Austria 

3. Switzerland 3. Brazil 

4. Chile 4. Switzerland 

5. Denmark 5. Chile 

6. Belgium 6. Italy 

7. Serbia 7. Czech Republic 

8. Czech Republic  

 

 

Final result U18 male: 

 

Final result U21 male 

1. Germany 1. Germany 

2. Austria 2. Austria 

3. Brazil 3. Switzerland 

4. Switzerland   

5. Italy  

6. Denmark  

7. Chile  
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Game mode 

 

All 4 competitions were played in a group phase followed by a knockout phase. All matches 

were played to three winning sets in best-of-five mode.  

 

The teams eliminated before the semi-finals play the President's Cup. 
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TV-Production and Live-Streaming 
 

All matches on center court were streamed live for the platform www.ifa-fistball.tv and 

commented in English. In addition, selected top matches on Court 2 were also produced and 

streamed via ifa-fistball.tv.  

 

ORF took over the signal produced by the organizer and broadcast short reports on ORF 

“Kurzsport” and ORF Sport+.  

Sportschau and other TV stations also picked up short reports from the matches and showed 

them on linear TV or the online channels. 

 

IFA-fistball.tv  

 

Wednesday 5.096 users  32.063 video views 

Thursday 6.276 users 48.260 video views 

Friday 5.301 users 30.717 video views 

Saturday 6.078 users 38.405 video views 

Sunday 5.314 users 32.162 video views 

Total 17.434 users 181.607 video views 

 

 

 Country % Users 

1. Germany 44,58% 

2. Austria 22,42% 

3. Switzerland 10,36% 

4. Brazil 6,94% 

5. Chile 4,00% 
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TV Production & Setup 

 
14 employees from TV production team 

4 commentators live stream 

1 Field Reporter 

1 Gigabit Internet up- and download synchronously temporary during World Cup 

10 kilometers of laid cables at the event site 

43 of 63 matches produced live (68%) 

50 highlight clips from the matches 
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COVID19-Prevention Measures and On-Site Vaccination 
 

One of the biggest issues in the organization of the World Championships was the COVID19 

prevention measures. The organization team took many different measures to ensure a safe 

event for players, helpers and spectators. 

 

The extensive prevention concept was fundamentally changed several times during the planning 

phase. In the end, the prevention concept comprised eight pages.  

 

The organizers created an "athlete world" and a "spectator world", mixing of these two worlds 

was largely ruled out to ensure compliance with the top athlete regulation:  

 

Spectator World:  

- "3-G rule" - admission only for those who have been tested, vaccinated or recovered.  

- Control by professional securities at the entrances: an official confirmation document had to be 

shown! 

- one-way street at the entrance 

- staggered control 3G and ticket to equalize the flow of spectators.  

- People without valid proof: two public testing stations were positioned in close proximity to the 

event area and were informed and prepared in advance about any higher demand.  

- Exceptions: Children under 12 years of age. 

- Separate areas and routes for spectators and athletes 

- Dedicated COVID representative for all questions and procedures 

 

Athlete World:  

- All athletes, support staff and volunteers had to take a COVID rapid test every day. Without a 

negative test result, no access to the sports grounds regardless of vaccination status or recovery 

- Handling of the tests via the team supervisors 

- Separate stands for spectators and athletes/staff - this separation is due to the top sports 

regulation 

- Separate routing for spectators and athletes 

- Separate catering area for athletes and support staff 

- Keeping of a "health diary 

- Own COVID representative for all questions and procedures 

 

Only by separating the spectator and athlete worlds would it have been possible, in the event of 

a positive Corona case among players and support staff, for the team to remain in the 

competition and for only the player who tested positive to be isolated. Therefore, the separation 

and the daily tests were absolutely necessary and had to be observed.  

 

A total of 5,500 COVID19 rapid tests were purchased by the organizers. 4,195 COVID rapid tests 

were performed by athletes, support staff and volunteers.  

All test results were negative.  

In addition, a free vaccination campaign was implemented with the Red Cross for all spectators, 

athletes and support staff. 

The close-meshed testing of all participants enabled the event to be held safely without COVID 

infections.   
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Sponsoring Program 
 

The marketing program of the Sparkasse IFA Fistball World Championships 2021 provided for 

the following sponsorship categories in the area of sponsorship: 

 

- Sponsor 

- Main Sponsor 

- Gold/Silver/Bronze-Partner  

- Special-Partner  

- Match/Team Sponsorship 

 

As sponsors of the event, the Ministry of Arts, Culture, Public Service and Sports, the Province of 

Upper Austria and the City of Grieskirchen were important partners without whose support the 

event would not have been possible.  

 

A total of 62 sponsors and partners supported the Sparkasse Fistball World Championships 

2021 and used it as a platform for their corporate communications. Thereby, the categories 

were: 

 

- Sponsor (3) 

- Main Sponsor (1) 

- Gold Partner (5) 

- Silver Partner (7) 

- Bronze Partner (12) 

- Referee Partner (1) 

- Stadium announcer partner (1) 

- Livestream Partner (7) 

- Team sponsorship (22) 

- Match sponsor (6) 
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Event Poster and Promotion 
 

A total of 50 event posters in DIN A1 format were put up in Grieskirchen and the Vitalwelt 

region, billboards and in street displays.  

In addition, a total of 250 event posters in DIN A3 format were printed. These posters were 

displayed in stores, on billboards and in showcases, and also hung up at fistball clubs in Upper 

Austria. 
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Promotional Material:  
 

-  2,000 pcs. Flyers for distribution at events in advance  

- 1,000 program booklets at the event site for free withdrawal 

- 1,600 returnable cups in WM and Union design 

- 4 rollups, which were used at 34 promotional events in Austria and Germany. 

- 4 beach flags 

- 6 hanging flags on fistball in general at the entrance to the city of Grieskirchen 

- 25 nations carrying flags 

- 11 nation hanging flags 

- 6 banners 6x1m, above busy streets in and around Grieskirchen 

- 2 16-sheet banners at the B137  

- 250 A3-posters in the whole region 

- 50 A1 posters in the region Vitalwelt Grieskirchen 

- 12 cardboard displays of national team players with call for World Cup attendance 

distributed in Grieskirchen stores 

- 15 WC-signs for sticking on the vehicle fleet 

 

Link to the program booklet in German: https://ifafistball-

my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/office_ifafistball_onmicrosoft_com/EVLeOZr6fwFJhtwuUYsY

aP0BdLoAc5hEo0pRh2c1A-nxdg?e=7nh0KD  

 

Link to the program booklet English: https://ifafistball-

my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/office_ifafistball_onmicrosoft_com/ERjs-

_BzAu1JtGg76ug1vPkB7D9491AUisVA-Me2wg8f7w?e=0QmMi9  

 

Banner 6x1m:  

 
 

„16-Bogen“-Poster 
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Beachflag:                                                                      Rollup  

                        
      

Program Booklet (Size A5):                                         Flags: 
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Cardboard Stands:                                          WC-Sports-Drink  

      
 

WC-Shuttles:  
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Cardboard stands 

 
In order to attract more attention with the promotion of the Fistball World Championships, 12 

cardboard stand-ups with different messages were produced. The motifs of the cardboard stand-

ups were the Grieskirchen players who had qualified for the respective World Championship 

squads:  

 

- Theresa Eidenhammer 

- Helene Rick 

- Philipp Einsiedler 

- Lukas Eidenhammer 

- Fabian Greifeneder 

- Kilian Gradinger 

 

The cardboard stands were placed in various stores and pubs as well as at events. The aim was 

to attract attention at highly frequented locations and thus reach new target groups. 
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Website 
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The Venue/Infrastructure 
 

The ÖBV Fistball Stadium in Grieskirchen, Upper Austria, provided the ideal platform for the 

"Sparkasse Fistball World Championships 2021".  

 

The organizers of the World Championships found perfect conditions in Grieskirchen.  

- 3 match courts 

- 3 warm-up courts  

- 20 changing rooms, 8 of them with incl. showers 

- Catering area for the teams (approx. 150 seats) 

- Own catering area for spectators close to the match courts (approx. 400 seats) 

- Sihdis WM-Fandorf 

- OK-Office 

- WC facilities 

- Sufficient parking spaces in the immediate vicinity of the event area 

 

The match courts were all surrounded and closed off with advertising boards. On Court 1 and 

Court 2, separate temporary grandstands were built up.  

On the main court 1, the seated grandstand, which for corona reasons was only open to athletes 

and support staff, held 250 people, while the standing-room grandstand provided space for 

1,000 spectators.  

A standing-room grandstand for 350 people was temporarily erected on Court 2.  

 

The construction and dismantling was carried out by a site manager from the Nüssli company, 

helpers from the Grieskirchen building yard and club members. 

 
 

The spectators were catered for in the marquee at the heart of the event site, as well as by food 

stands close to the standing room grandstand between Court 1 and Court 2. 
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Valant TV from Linz, the company responsible for the television production, used a TV tower (4 m 

high at the net) at Center Court 1 for: 

- three manned,  

- two stationary (incl. one net camera),  

- one stationary camera on a high tripod and  

- one stationary interview camera. 

 

 

At Center Court 2, a TV tower (4 m height at the net) was available for one manned camera.  

More than two-thirds of all games were produced and broadcast live on fistball.tv, with a total of 

43 out of 63 games produced.  

 

The TV team was on site with two OB vans and used a temporary office at the event site as 

control room.  

A total of 20 people worked on the professional TV production alone. 
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Victory Ceremony 
 

The award ceremonies of the Women's World Championships and U21 European 

Championships took place immediately after the women's final on Saturday, July 31.  

The award ceremonies of the U18 World Championships took place on Sunday, August 1 after 

the men's U18 final at center court.  

 

IFA President Jörn Verleger, Grieskirchen Mayor Maria Pachner, Member of the State Parliament 

and OC President Peter Oberlehner, President of the State Parliament Wolfgang Stanek, 

Member of the National Council Laurenz Pöttinger and ÖVP Club Chairman Christian Dörfel 

presented the prizes at the award ceremonies. 
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 Date: 15th of October 2021 

 

 
29 
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 Date: 15th of October 2021 

 

 
31 

Sustainability 
 

Sustainability and environmental protection were central pillars in the event concept from the 

very beginning.  

 

The sustainability strategy was already anchored in the organizer's contract. With Johanna 

Einsiedler, a sustainability officer was nominated in the organization team, who was involved in 

all areas.  

 

Social Environment 

- Training of the volunteers in a helper meeting in the run-up to the event 

- Smoking ban on the entire site 

- Reduction of noise pollution through own sound conception 

- Involvement of local residents: 400 households in the immediate vicinity were informed.  

 

Gender and Youth:  

- Women as department heads in central areas (sustainability, volunteers, ticketing, marketing 

and PR) 

- Youth/young adults as department heads 

 

Recycling and Plastic/Waste Consumption:  

- Avoidance of plastic on the entire event site  

- Purchase of reusable cups that will be reused in the club in the future. 

- Large containers in purchasing 

- Paper plates made from recycled material in the spectator catering area 

- Porcelain tableware in the athletes' catering area 

- Avoidance of 15,000 PET bottles + 18,000 disposable cups 

- Avoidance of paper waste in the organization (digital program booklet, results service, etc.) 

 

Transport:  

- Avoidance of unnecessary transports 

- Team accommodation in the immediate vicinity (max. 15km) 

 

Food Consumption:  

- Purchase of goods from regional partners, who also purchase again in the region 

- Pre-ordering of the required food portions per team: avoidance of food waste through precise 

planning and ordering. 
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Media Work 
 

A dedicated media team consisting of members of the IFA and the local organizer handled all 

media relations for the World Championships. In total, the media team for print, photo, online 

and social media comprised eight people.  

 

Three press meetings were held in the run-up to the event, with coverage by the main media 

Kronen Zeitung, OÖ Nachrichten, Volksblatt, Bezirksrundschau, Tips and Regionalmagazin in the 

print media, and HT1 and 4ViertelTV on television.  

 

The achieved value through the coverage across all channels in the media amounts to 

3.900.000 Euro (surveyed and calculated by the agency Meltwater) 

 

339 print articles were published about the IFA 2021 Fistball World Championships, with a total 

reach of over 395 million people. In addition, 500 social media posts were recorded, including a 

report on sportschau.de with 401,763 views and 583 comments.  

Most articles and posts were published in Austria, Germany and Switzerland. 

 

 
Source: Analyse of the Agency „Meltwater“ 
 

 

Details:  

 

https://sharable-

dashboard.meltwater.com/sharable_dashboard_viewer/56d6c89e257c8c660e30d411/15713

e87-9500-4914-bf22-034a7168a17e#slide6  

Passwort: IFA2023 

https://sharable-dashboard.meltwater.com/sharable_dashboard_viewer/56d6c89e257c8c660e30d411/15713e87-9500-4914-bf22-034a7168a17e#slide6
https://sharable-dashboard.meltwater.com/sharable_dashboard_viewer/56d6c89e257c8c660e30d411/15713e87-9500-4914-bf22-034a7168a17e#slide6
https://sharable-dashboard.meltwater.com/sharable_dashboard_viewer/56d6c89e257c8c660e30d411/15713e87-9500-4914-bf22-034a7168a17e#slide6
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Selected Press Releases 

 

GERMANY ALSO TRIUMPHS AT THE U18 WC 

 
GRIESKIRCHEN. With a dramatic final of the U18 men between Germany and Austria the 

Sparkasse IFA Fistball World Championships come to an end. For the sixth time each, the 

German U18 women and men crowned themselves world champions. This means that all 

international fistball titles are now in German hands. Austria won four silver medals at the home 

event in Grieskirchen. 

 

Germany wins all titles 

After the women and the U21 juniors, Germany did not let itself be stopped in the U18 world 

championship finals either and thus cleared off 3 world championship titles and one European 

championship title last weekend. After the U18 women as defending champions, the U18 men 

also prevailed in the final. The women's final tilted after an intermediate 1:0 set lead for Austria 

still in favor of the German selection. In the end, the German U18 women won 3:1 in sets. In the 

men's final, Germany took a 2:0 lead, but Austria forced a deciding set with a lot of fighting 

spirit under loud cheers of the home fans. However, the five-set thriller was again won by 

Germany. For the home team, however, it did not work out with the hoped-for title, Austria won 

the silver medal in all four events. 

 

 
 

Brazilian teams win the bronze medal 

The U18 men's bronze medal match was a real thriller. After the Swiss team was already 2:0 in 

the lead, the victory for the Swiss was already within reach. But then the South Americans 

reared back and turned the game around. The same nations also met in the bronze medal 

match in the female youth competition. The Swiss women started like a shot from the gun and 

took the lead right from the start. But then the Brazilians set off fireworks and brought the Swiss 

team to its knees with a 3:1 victory. 
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Austria and Germany for Gold  

At the U18 World Championships, Austria met the Brazilian teams in the semifinals on 

Saturday. In both the female and the male U18, the hosts won in the end. The reigning world 

champions in the U18 male from Brazil will fight for bronze on Sunday just like the female team. 

The final opponents for Austria in both games are Germany, in the female youth it is the 

defending champions. For the Austrian men's youth team the title would mean the first world 

championship title in history. For Germany it would already be the sixth. So far, apart from 

Germany, only Brazil has won the U18 men's world championship title. 

 

Chile and Italy win at President´s Cup 

Für die Ränge 5-7 wurde eine eigene Gruppenphase eingeführt, der sogenannte President’s Cup. 

Dabei setzten sich bei der weiblichen Jugend die Chileninnen durch, bei den Männern behielt 

Italien die Oberhand. 

 

© fistball-wc.com, 01.08.2021 
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IFA-PRESIDENT PRAISES THE U18 WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS 
 

"The commitment to youth is the most important thing for us." With this omen, Jörn Verleger 

goes into the IFA Fistball U18 World Championships. After three years, Grieskirchen will host the 

first international championship for under-18s. In Roxbury 2018 the last worldwide meeting of 

the teams took place. This year's starting signal has already been given on July 29. For the IFA 

president, however, it was much earlier, because such a major event entails a lot to coordinate - 

especially in these difficult times. Nevertheless, he sees the tournament as a great success, as 

he emphasizes in the interview. 

 

The fact that the event can take place at all is the biggest success for him. "I think giving this 

signal to tackle the organization even in the pandemic is quite important." What was ultimately 

trembled, however, was whether the IFA Fistball World Championships could take place in a 

pronounced form. "Sometimes you just have to have a bit of luck," he expresses, underlining the 

difficulties encountered during the planning process. Day-to-day concepts had to be shuffled 

around. But the effort is gladly accepted in order to put on a great event like this. "That you have 

to try and in the end you are rewarded with such a successful event," is how Jörn sums it up. 

For him, it is above all the people of Grieskirchen who are rewarded, whose huge commitment is 

the main factor for this harmonious event. In addition, for Jörn, the joy of the teams "to return to 

the international fistball court" also plays a special role. As the basis of a successful event and 

in Grieskirchen of course for the fistballers. 

 

Eligibility for the youth extended 

In the interest of the athletes, new age conditions have been decided for the World 

Championships this year. These allow vintages to participate in the tournament despite the 

expired eligibility in the youth classes. "In the junior division, one year determines whether you 

can play or not," explains Verleger. Theoretically too old - eligible to start this year, we therefore 

see experienced squads lining up in Grieskirchen. 

This results in a number of close matches that often go into extra sets. Much to the delight of 

the president, who does not specialize in one nation, but applauds all the exciting moves. And 

although Jörn is from Germany, he affirms to be "just as happy about any other team that 

makes it to the top of the podium." 

 

IFA president's summary of the tournament 

As an involved personality, he unfortunately gets rather little of the high-class games that our 

youth teams bring to the pitch. For the final, however, he is to be found in the spectator stands. 

But - as already said - applauding for both teams. In return, positive feedback about the 

tournament reaches him on competition days away from the field, both from fans and players. "I 

think it is worth all our efforts that we have carried out this event in the youth area," the 

president sums up the past few days. 

 

 

© fistball-wc.com, 01.08.2021 
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GERMANY SOVEREIGNLY TO THE WOMEN'S WC TITLE 
 

GRIESKIRCHEN. In front of a sold-out stadium, the German team was crowned women's world 

champion for the seventh time at the Sparkasse IFA Fistball World Championships. Germany 

also beat Austria in the final of the U21 Men's European Championship. Bronze went to 

Switzerland in both the women's and U21 men's events. In the U18 World Championships, the 

title decisions will be made on Sunday. There, too, Austria and Germany are each in the final. 

 

German women not to beat 

Without defeat, the German women crowned themselves world champions once again in front 

of 2,200 spectators. In the final match against Austria, the reigning world champions did not 

concede a set and finished off Austria 3:0 in sets in forty minutes. The nation's dominance can 

also be seen in its previous title wins in the women's category, as Germany took the gold medal 

in seven of the nine World Championships played. 

 

German U21 men defend European championship title 

After the German junior team already finished the preliminary round of the U21 European 

Championship in first place, they also won the final against Austria clearly with 3:0. Germany 

dominated the final from the beginning, only in the second round Austria was able to keep up, 

but left set points unused. Thus, the title goes to Germany for the sixteenth time in this 

competition. 

 

Austria and Germany for gold in the U18 categories 

At the U18 World Championships, Austria met the Brazilian teams in each of the semifinal 

matches on Saturday. In both the female and male U18, the hosts won in the end. The reigning 

world champions in the U18 male from Brazil will fight for bronze on Sunday just like the female 

team. The final opponents for Austria in both games are Germany, in the female youth it is the 

defending champions. For the Austrian men's youth team the title would mean the first world 

championship title in history. For Germany it would already be the sixth. So far, apart from 

Germany, only Brazil has won the U18 men's world championship title. 

 

 

Austria vs. Germany in the finals in all events 

It was already clear on Friday that Germany would meet the hosts from Austria in the women's 

final. On Saturday, the Austrian U18 and U21 teams also won their semi-final matches and 

qualified for the respective finals. Thus, the final pairings for both the Women's and U18 World 

Championships and the U21 European Championships were Austria versus Germany. 

 

Match for 3rd place: 

 

Switzerland - Chile 3:0 (11:8, 11:5, 11:8). 

 

Final: 

Germany - Austria 3:0 (11:4, 11:3, 11:7)© fistball-wc.com, 31.07.2021 
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FISTBALL WC IN GRIESKIRCHEN HAS STARTED  
 

GRIESKIRCHEN. The opening day of the Sparkasse IFA Fistball World Championships 2021 saw 

the first international fistball competitions after a two-year break due to corona. The women's 

national teams started with the first preliminary round matches. Serbia and Germany were at 

the top of the table. But the weather almost put a spanner in the organizers' works. Although 

the area had to be cleared due to a thunderstorm, all scheduled matches could be played. In the 

final game, the highlight match of the day between Austria and Germany was a real treat for the 

fans. 
 

Defending champion Germany off to a good start 

In a long open final match of the first day of the tournament between Germany and Austria, the 

defending champions prevailed. Although the home team started the match like a shot from the 

gun, Germany emerged victorious after one hour. Thus, the reigning world champions started 

directly with two victories, because the match against Chile was also clearly won. For the 

Austrians, it was their first win of the tournament on home turf against Switzerland. Switzerland 

also defeated Chile and ended day one with one win and one defeat, just like Austria. The 

Chileans could not surprise in their role as outsiders against the "big three" and find themselves 

without points for the time being on fourth place in the preliminary round. 
 

 
 

Serbians show their best side 

Alongside Germany, Serbia also had a successful start to the tournament. Already at the 

European Championships in the Czech Republic 2019, the Serbian team showed with the fourth 

place that they want to be among the big fistball nations. The first step towards this has already 

been taken in Grieskirchen with two clear victories against the Czech Republic and Denmark. 

For Denmark, this is only the second international women's fistball appearance after 2019, and 

with a strong performance, they were able to claim their first win directly against Belgium. 

Belgium, on the other hand, must continue to wait for their first win, as they were also unable to 

hold their own against the Czech Republic. 

 

Further course of the event 

In the next few days, medals will be awarded in four events in the Grieskirchen Arena. In 

addition to the women's world championship and the male and female U18, the European 

championship of the U21 men will also take place. The spectators can look forward to a true 

fistball festival. More than 1,500 spectators per day are expected on the final days on Saturday 

and Sunday. 
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"SPARKASSE IFA FISTBALL WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS 2021" IN 

GRIESKIRCHEN - PROBABLY THE BIGGEST FISTBALL EVENT EVER IN OUR 

TOWN FROM JULY 28TH TO AUGUST 1ST 
 

This fistball festival, with a dimension that has never been seen before in the sport of fistball, 

will take place from July 28 to August 1, 2021 at the Grieskirchen Fistball Center. The Women's 

World Championship, U-18 World Championship and U-21 European Championship will be held 

at the same time, where national teams will fight for the fistball crowns. 

 

Only recently it was confirmed that the Women's World Championship will also be played in 

Grieskirchen. Due to a Corona-related cancellation in Switzerland, the women's event was 

unceremoniously moved to Grieskirchen and will now take place at the same time as the other 

two categories at the FBZ. "Of course, this short-term postponement presents us with a great 

challenge, as we are now hosting three competitions at our venue. However, we are very happy 

to accept it and are thrilled to be able and allowed to host this great fistball festival with us," 

says OC boss and UFG section head Christoph Oberlehner, looking forward to the World 

Championships "Dahoam". 

 

"The construction work is in full swing. We are building a temporary stadium with a capacity of 

1,500 spectators, more is not possible for reasons of space. Currently, lots of material and 

containers are being delivered and the construction of the grandstand and video wall has 

started. Countless kilometers of cable are being laid, connections for electricity, Internet and 

water are being created and the TV production is being prepared," says Union chairman 

Christine Schmidbauer, describing the current work. 

 

3,500 tickets already sold - secure tickets now 

 

Take advantage of the lower price of advance tickets now - around 3,500 tickets have already 

been sold - only a few tickets are still available for the weekend games. Online ticket store: 

Ticket Express (ticket-express.at) 

Admission to event only upon presentation of a valid Covid 19 entry proof ("3G rule" - recovered, 

tested or vaccinated.) 

 

Children up to the age of 11 are exempt from the "3G rule". The testing requirement applies to 

persons 12 years of age and older. 

 

Ticket prices to the "Sparkasse IFA Fistball World Championships 2021" are the same for all 

match categories. No matter if women, U-18 or U-21 competition, with the purchased ticket you 

have the right to watch all match categories. Tickets are available for individual match days but 

also combination tickets for several match days in one ticket. 

 

Festwiese parking lot and Post parking lot for spectators 

 

With the two large parking lots on the Festwiese and at the Post Office, numerous parking 

spaces for vehicles are available in the immediate vicinity of the sports grounds. The Fistball 

World Championships will be signposted at all city entrances and guests will be guided 

unerringly to the parking areas and the fistball stadium. 

 

We recommend all fans to secure their tickets early, especially for the final weekend. Book 

tickets now from the comfort of your home in the online store: www.fistballwc.com. 

 

 

http://www.fistballwc.com/
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Event would not be possible without sponsors 

 

A big thank you goes to all sponsors, partners and supporters of the Sparkasse Fistball World 

Championships. Especially in times of crisis, support is anything but self-evident. "Grieskirchen 

is once again moving into the focus of the international fistball world! I thank those responsible 

for the courage and diligence and support on the part of the city in the best possible way!", 

promises Mayor Maria Pachner. 

 

"We would like to thank everyone who is supporting us again this year, first and foremost the 

municipality of Grieskirchen with Mayor Maria Pachner at the helm, Sparkasse Oberösterreich 

as the name giver of the Fistball World Cup and the many regional partners. Their support 

makes us proud and makes this major event possible in the first place," says OC head Christoph 

Oberlehner. 

 

"A successful organization also includes countless helping hands. More than 500 work shifts are 

fulfilled by volunteers just on the five event days. This is only possible thanks to the support from 

many clubs and fire departments from the entire region. With the impressive team spirit and the 

spirit, which is in the organization team, and also already with the structure work noticeably, we 

will place a great meeting on the legs , so OK president Peter Oberlehner. 

 

Region benefits from the World Championships 

 

The fact that so many national teams are coming to the World Championships is particularly 

pleasing for local tourism. All accommodation in Grieskirchen and the surrounding area is 

already fully booked. The World Championships will bring about 4,000 overnight stays to our 

region and thus also make an important economic contribution to tourism. In addition, the 

organizers of Sportunion Grieskirchen and UFG Sparkasse Grieskirchen/Pötting make sure to 

source orders and services from partners in the region, so that the added value remains in 

Upper Austria. "The regional economy support our club regularly, with targeted purchases or 

orders to the regional partners, we also want to give something back, so regionality is 

particularly important to us," says Union chairman Christine Schmidbauer. 
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Selected Media Releases:  

 

Was war diesmal anders? Der Erfolg und seine Faktoren DerStandard.de 

Faustball: WM-Silberne gehen in Bundesliga-Endrunde Meinbezirk.at 

Faustball: Moritz Lutzenberger ist Weltmeister mit der U18 Augsburger Allgemeine 
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Atletas da região ficam em 3º lugar no Mundial de Punhobol na Áustria Jornal NH 

Faustball-WM: Sieg gegen Italien Der Nordschleswiger 
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Faustball-Frauen im WM-Halbfinale Laola1.at 
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Kronen Zeitung, 27th of July 2021:  
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Press Releases 
 

A total of 9 press releases/invitations for the local and regional media were issued 

- 3 invitations to the press conference 

- 2 announcements about the event 

- 5 daily summaries on each match day in total 

- 5 daily summaries on each match day with focus on Austrian teams 
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Welcome Dinner „United by Fistball“ in the Manglburg  
 

On Friday, July 30, 2021, the organizers invited all participating teams to the official Welcome 

Dinner at the Manglburg Event Center in Grieskirchen. In keeping with the reunion of the athletes 

after a long period without events, the dinner was held under the motto "United by Fistball".  

Regional delicacies were on the menu. The goal of the organizers was to serve Upper Austrian 

delicacies from the Genussland to the guests from all over the world. The hosts were supported by 

Genussland Oberösterreich.  

 

As the sports center was only 500 meters away, an organized march to the Welcome Dinner was 

held. This march was accompanied by music via a music truck, which was also used to control the 

entrance to the Manglburg. This allowed necessary distances to be maintained due to COVID19 

requirements. In addition, all participants were additionally tested regardless of vaccination status 

or recovery.  

 

From the city of Grieskirchen, Mayor Maria Pachner attended the reception. 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 Date: 15th of October 2021 

 

 
52 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 

 Date: 15th of October 2021 

 

 
53 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 Date: 15th of October 2021 

 

 
54 

  
 

 

  



 

 

 

 Date: 15th of October 2021 

 

 
55 

Specialties of the World Championships 
 

Extract from special activities and tools implemented during the World Cup:  

- - Team statistics from all matches 

- - Animated player presentation on the video wall 

- - Free internet for athletes, coaches and spectators on the entire grounds  

- - Payment by debit card at the ticketing counter and the token counter 

- - Use of a player database for administrative processing of the event as a central hub 

(accreditations, TV graphics, program booklet, etc.)  

- - Live interviews of all matches in livestream 

 

Volunteers 
 

The volunteers were the backbone of the World Cup. Without the volunteers, the event would 

not have been possible. Despite all the work, the volunteers were always in a good mood and 

were available to answer any questions from athletes, coaches, referees or spectators.  

 

- 1,680 volunteer shifts of 6 hours each were completed in the period from July 22 to August 4. 

- 250 different volunteer helpers were on duty 

- This corresponds to 10,100 volunteer hours.  

 

The helpers were assigned, for example, to the areas of set-up and dismantling, catering, match 

operations, media, team support, cash desk or steward service. 
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Organizing Team 
 

Tournament Director:  Winfried Kronsteiner 

Competition Manager:  Christoph Oberlehner 
 

Organizing Team 

OC-President LAbg. Bgm. Peter Oberlehner 

Head of OC Christoph Oberlehner, IFA Generalsekretär 

Head of Administration Joachim Maier  

Hospitality Johann Sihdi Einsiedler 

Johanna Einsiedler  

Finances Manuel Oberlehner 

Personal Martina Kettner 

COVID19 & Organization Hannes Dinböck 

Media Constanze Haslberger 

Valentin Weber, IFA Medienkommission 

Marketing Theresa Eidenhammer, IFA Office 

Petra Kitzinger 

Infrastructure Hubert Schatzl 

Competition Winfried Kronsteiner, IFA Sportkommission 

Ticketing Renate Feichtl, OÖFBV 

Sustainability Johanna Einsiedler 

Catering Christine Schmidbauer 

Johann Sihdi Einsiedler 

 Michael Mairhuber 

Sponsoring Dietmar Weiß 

Side Events &  

Protocol 

Johanna Einsiedler 

Theresa Eidenhammer 

Transport Joachim Maier 
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Referees 
Johann Geißecker, Austria 

Werner Teny, Austria 

Nicky Heldmaier, Germany 

Jessica Sitz, Germany 

Nicolas Bitsch, Germany 

Daniel Müller, Switzerland 

Eric Kindler, USA 

 

Referee Chief:  

Alwin Oberkersch, Germany 

 

Linesmen:  

Regional referees from Upper Austria, Lower Austria and Vienna 

 

Scorekeepers:  

Volunteers from the club UFG Sparkasse Grieskirchen/Pötting 
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Impressions 
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